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BOARD OF DIRECTORS REGULAR MEETING 

Thursday, May 22, 2025 – 4:00 P.M. 
If you need an accommodation to participate in this meeting, please call (530) 895-4711 

Agenda posted prior to 4:00 PM Monday, May 19 
 
BOARD MEMBERS CARD STAFF 
Tom Lando, Chair  Annabel Grimm, General Manager 
Dave Donnan, Vice Chair Phil Aviles, Finance Manager 
Michael McGinnis Holli Drobny, Administrative Director 
Christopher Norden Erin Morrissey, Recreation Director 
Jason Roye Scott Schumann, Parks and Facilities Director 
 
LEGAL COUNSEL 
Jackson Glick, Sac Valley Law 

 
A G E N D A 

Zoom Meeting Information: 
https://card.zoom.us/j/81607636750?pwd=R1NNUkZPYi9ySGNsNVQ3OXh0U1hoZz09 

Meeting ID: 816 0763 6750 
Passcode: 156857 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

1.1. Roll Call 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Members of the public may address the Committee at this time on any matter not already listed on the Agenda, 
with comments being limited to three minutes. The Committee cannot take any action at this meeting on 
requests made under this section of the agenda. 

 
3. CONSENT AGENDA Action Requested: Board of Directors approve the consent agenda. 

3.1. Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors on April 24, 2025 
3.2. Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Board of Directors on May 15, 2025 
3.3. April Monthly Financial Report (Staff Report FI-25-011) 
3.4. Community Center and Observatory Concrete (Staff Report FI-25-013) Action 

Requested: Award the Community Center and Observatory Concrete projects to Billson 
Construction.  
Following a competitive bidding process, Billson Construction is the lowest bid at the 
amount of $172,402 plus contingency.  
 

4. REGULAR AGENDA 
4.1. Committee Report Out – Information provided/possible action 

https://card.zoom.us/j/81607636750?pwd=R1NNUkZPYi9ySGNsNVQ3OXh0U1hoZz09
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4.1.1.   Finance Committee  
4.1.2.   Facility Committee (Meeting Summary) 

 
4.2. District Internship Presentation – Information provided/possible action 

District intern, Jakob Mellow, will provide a presentation on his experience as a Parks 
and Facilities intern for the 2025 Spring semester.  
 

4.3. Establishing Appropriations Limits for Fiscal Year 2025-2026 (Staff Report FI-25-012 and 
Resolution 25-006) Action Requested: Board of Directors adopt Resolution 25-006 
establishing Appropriations Limits for the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year. 
Establishing annual appropriation limits for Special Districts, as required by Proposition 
4, authorizes a limit of funds to be spent by the District. 
 

4.4. Approval of the Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Budget (Staff Report 25-030 and Resolution 25-
006) Action Requested: Board of Directors adopt Resolution 25-007, adopting the 
upcoming fiscal year budget. 
A public hearing was held for the Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Budget on April 24, 2025. The 
Board reviewed the draft agenda during a Special Meeting on May 14, 2025.  
 

4.5. Landscape and Lighting Assessment Districts (Staff Report FI-25-014 & Resolution 25-
008) Action Requested: Board of Directors adopt Resolution 25-008. 
Resolution 25-008 approves engineer’s reports, confirms diagram and assessment, and 
orders the continuation of the levy of assessment for Fiscal Year 2025-26 for the Oak 
Way, Amber Grove/Greenfield, and Baroni Neighborhood Park and Open Space (No. 
LLD 001-05) Landscaping and Lighting Assessment Districts. 

 
4.6. Items Removed from the Consent Agenda 

 
5. NEW BUSINESS  

5.1. Purchasing Property (Staff Report 25-031 and Resolution 25-009) - Action Requested: 
Board of Directors approve Resolution 25-009, authorizing District Staff to negotiate and 
execute the acquisition of property. 
The District will adopt a resolution authorizing the General Manager to negotiate and 
execute a Purchase and Sale Agreement, and any related documents, for the acquisition 
of real property APN 006-400-079, located adjacent to the site of the future Aquatic 
Recreation Facility. 
 

5.2. Public Employment (Staff Report 25-032) Action Requested: Board of Directors approve 
the position change. 
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Board of Directors approve the consolidation of the duties of the Human Resources 
Manager position and Finance Manager positions into a single position titled Talent 
and Finance Director under the Director Classification. 

 
6. DIRECTOR COMMENTS               

Opportunity for the Board to comment on items not listed on the agenda. 
 
7. STAFF COMMENTS 

Opportunity for District Staff to comment on items not listed on the agenda. 
Recreation Update (Staff Report 25-033) 
Parks and Facilities Update (Staff Report 25-034) 
General Manager Update (Staff Report 25-035) 

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 

Adjourn to the next meeting of the Board of Directors of the Chico Area Recreation and 
Park District.   
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, April 24, 2025 – 4:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: Tom Lando, Chair 
 Michael McGinnis, Board Member 
 Christopher Norden, Board Member 
Board Members Absent:  Dave Donnan, Vice Chair 

Jason Roye, Board Member 
 
Staff Members Present: Phil Aviles, Finance Manager 
 Erin Morrissey, Recreation Director 
 Scott Schumann, Parks and Facilities Director 
Legal Counsel Present: Jackson Glick, Attorney at Law 
              
1. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 4:00, and a roll call was taken, as noted above. 

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

2.1. Correspondence received from Al McGreehan.  
 

3. CONSENT AGENDA 
3.1. Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors on March 27, 2025 
3.2. Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Board of Directors on April 3, 2025 
3.3. March Monthly Financial Report (Staff Report FI-25-009) 

M/S/C/ (Directors McGinnis/Norden) Board of Directors approved the consent agenda. 
The motion was unanimously approved.  
Ayes: McGinnis, Norden, Lando 
Absent: Donnan, Roye 
 
4. REGULAR AGENDA 

4.1. Committee Report Out – Information Provided 
4.1.1. Finance Committee 

 
4.2. Levy Administration (Staff Report FI-25-010 and Resolution 25-004)  

M/S/C/ (Directors Mcginnis/Norden) Board of Directors directs SCI Consulting Group to 
prepare the Engineer’s Report for the Oak Way, Amber Grove/Greenfield, and Baroni 
Neighborhood Park and Open Space (No. LLD 001-05) Landscape and Lighting Assessment 
Districts. 
The motion was unanimously approved.  
Ayes: McGinnis, Norden, Lando 
Absent: Donnan, Roye 

DRAFT 
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4.3. Public Hearing for Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Budget 
A public hearing was held to provide an opportunity for the public to deliver comments 
regarding the proposed adoption of the Final Budget for the 2025-26 Fiscal Year. Hearing was 
opened at 4:05 P.M. and closed at 4:06 P.M. with no public comments. The budget will be 
reviewed for approval at the May 22, 2025, meeting.  

4.4. 2024 Annual Impact Report Draft (Staff Report 25-024) 
District staff presented 2024 Key Performance Indicators to the Board, demonstrating the 
District’s impact to the community in 2024. This data will be compiled into an annual report 
and published to the public.  

4.5. Butte Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) Ballot (Staff Report 25-030)  
Action Requested: Board of Directors vote for a Special District Regular “Non-Enterprise” and an 
Alternate "Enterprise/Non-Enterprise" Member to serve on the Commission for four years. 
Ballots are due May 16, 2025. 
 
M/S/C/ (Directors Norden/Lando) The Board voted for Al McGreehan for a Special District 
Regular “Non-Enterprise” and Larry Bradley as an Alternate "Enterprise/Non-Enterprise" Member 
to serve on the Commission for four years. 
The motion was unanimously approved.  
Ayes: McGinnis, Norden, Lando 
Absent: Donnan, Roye 
 
5. NEW BUSINESS  

5.1. Revocable License Agreement (Staff Report 25-025)  
To complete the design of the Chico Bike Park, the District needs to have access to a parcel 
owned by the Hignell Properties. Legal Counsel provided history and context related to the 
acquisition of the parcel and presented the license agreement draft. Clarifications were 
provided that there would be no payment for the land and the agreement stipulates mutual 
indemnification.  
 
M/S/C/ (Directors McGinnis/Norden) The Board approves the Revocable License Agreement 
between the District and Hignell Properties. 
The motion was unanimously approved.  
Ayes: McGinnis, Norden, Lando 
Absent: Donnan, Roye 
 

5.2. Notice of Exemption of California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Study (Staff 
Report 25-026 & Resolution 25-005)  

District staff have completed the CEQA process for the future site of the Chico Bike Park, 
resulting in a Notice of Exemption (NOE) to be filed with Board authorization. 
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M/S/C/ (Directors McGinnis/Norden) The Board approved to proceed with the Notice of 
Exemption following the completion of the California Environmental Quality Act. 
The motion was unanimously approved.  
Ayes: McGinnis, Norden, Lando 
Absent: Donnan, Roye 
 
6. DIRECTORS’ COMMENTS       
The Board requested an update on the discussion with the City of Chico on the potential 
acquisition of additional properties at a future meeting.  
 
The Board requested a budget workshop meeting and the opportunity to ask questions. A special 
meeting will be held on May 12 and the Directors will supply questions in advance. 
 
7. STAFF COMMENTS 
There were no staff comments. 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
Adjourned at 4:31pm to the next meeting of the Board of Directors of the Chico Area Recreation 
and Park District.   

 
9. CLOSED SESSION 
Pursuant to Government Code 54956.8: Conference with Real Property Negotiators Property: 
006-400-079 
Agency Negotiator: Annabel Grimm, General Manager 
Negotiating Parties: Willow & Birch Realty, Inc 
Under negotiation: Price, Terms 
 
Pursuant to Government Code 54957: Public Employment- Human Resources Manager 
 
Closes Session Announcement: Direction give, no action taken.  
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Finance Committee  

STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE: May 22, 2025  
TO: Board of Directors  
FROM: Phil Aviles, Finance Manager 
SUBJECT: Monthly Financials – April 

Overview 

April financial reports continue to show progress towards fiscal year-end goals, with revenues 
ahead of target and expenses just below budget.  
 
April represents 83.33% of the annual budget. 
 
Budget Analysis  
Revenue: The revenue for this current fiscal period is performing in line with expectations. As 
for now, revenue stands at 89.90% of the total budget, slightly ahead of the anticipated budget.  

• Tax Income: Tax installments of $2.2MM were received in April resulting in 90.45% of 
expected income in this category.  

• Operating Income: Operating income is just slightly ahead of benchmark at 88.18% in 
large part due to investment income. 

• Other Income: Other income includes revenue from advertising, credit card rebates, sale 
of surplus equipment and miscellaneous fees and reports at 593.60%, respectively.    
 

Expenses: Overall, expenses continue to trend under pace at 71.87%.  
• Utilities: Utilities remain slightly over budget at 88.56% with all other expense categories 

at or under budget.  This continues to be the result of increased energy costs from PG&E 
above initial annual projections.  
 

Program Income: Program income increased over April by $491K continuing to trend ahead of 
budget.  

• Facility Rentals: Rentals have nearly leveled out to break even for the month which was 
the anticipated trend and has reflected over the last several months.  We expect to see 
this pattern continue to swing positively with rental season entering a busy time of year. 

• Summer Camps: Camp programs begin in June and are expected to bring budget up to 
expectation.  The current revenue showing is largely from last summer camp sessions as 
they overlap with the Fiscal Year-end. 

• Youth & Adult Sports: Trends continue in the right direction as month end revenue 
nearly tripled in both categories from the March report. 
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Assessment Districts: The General Fund will be reconciled at year-end to account for funds 
borrowed to cover expenses.  Assessments are trending at a normal rate. 
 
Impact Fees: City and County Impact Fees remained steady at 103.80% and 103.69%, 
respectively.  Our next installment of impact fees is expected to come in August or September.  
 
Capital Activity 

• Fixed Assets: No fixed asset purchases were made in March 
• Projects: Capital projects are progressing as anticipated. 

 



Chico Area Recreation and Park District General Fund Budget to Actuals 
For Fiscal: FY 2025 Period Ending: 04/30/2025

Fiscal
Activity

Variance
Favorable

(Unfavorable)
Period

ActivityClas…

Current
Total Budget

Original
Total Budget

Percent
Used

Fund: 90 - General Fund

Revenue

50 - Taxes 6,283,573.142,185,699.336,947,254.50 6,947,254.50 -663,681.36 90.45%

53 - Operating Income 6,067,155.79855,200.446,880,095.50 6,880,095.50 -812,939.71 88.18%

55 - Other Income 94,976.093,459.7016,000.00 16,000.00 78,976.09 593.60%

12,445,705.023,044,359.4713,843,350.00 13,843,350.00 -1,397,644.98Revenue Total: 89.90%

Expense

60 - Salaries & Wages 5,347,549.50499,428.697,631,256.39 7,631,256.39 2,283,706.89 70.07%

61 - Employee Benefits 1,331,789.32118,133.931,846,158.49 1,846,158.49 514,369.17 72.14%

62 - Supplies & Services 1,818,103.19170,615.502,443,517.52 2,485,517.52 667,414.33 73.15%

63 - Repairs & Maintenance 254,069.9830,899.72424,254.50 424,254.50 170,184.52 59.89%

64 - Utilities 618,476.7346,109.49698,379.00 698,379.00 79,902.27 88.56%

65 - Contracts 502,230.9376,255.61603,700.00 616,400.00 114,169.07 81.48%

69 - Other Expenses 0.000.0035,000.00 35,000.00 35,000.00 0.00%

9,872,219.65941,442.9413,682,265.90 13,736,965.90 3,864,746.25Expense Total: 71.87%

2,573,485.372,102,916.53161,084.10 106,384.10 2,467,101.27Fund: 90 - General Fund Surplus (Deficit): 2,419.05%

Report Surplus (Deficit): 2,102,916.53 2,573,485.37161,084.10 106,384.10 2,467,101.27 2,419.05%
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Budget Report For Fiscal: FY 2025 Period Ending: 04/30/2025

Fund Summary

Fiscal
Activity

Variance
Favorable

(Unfavorable)Fund
Period

Activity
Current

Total Budget
Original

Total Budget

90 - General Fund 2,573,485.372,102,916.53161,084.10 106,384.10 2,467,101.27

Report Surplus (Deficit): 2,102,916.53 2,573,485.37161,084.10 106,384.10 2,467,101.27
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Chico Area Recreation and Park District Program Revenue & Expense 
For Fiscal: FY 2025 Period Ending: 04/30/2025

Fiscal
Activity

Variance
Favorable

(Unfavorable)
Period

ActivityAccount Typ…

Current
Total Budget

Original
Total Budget

Percent
Used

Program: 11610 - Facility Rentals

Revenue 212,417.0024,053.50360,000.00 360,000.00 -147,583.00 59.00%

Expense 252,867.2624,725.50285,065.41 285,065.41 32,198.15 88.70%

-40,450.26-672.0074,934.59 74,934.59 -115,384.85Program: 11610 - Facility Rentals Surplus (Deficit): -53.98%

Program: 11611 - Picnic Rentals

Revenue 35,015.407,986.6025,000.00 25,000.00 10,015.40 140.06%

35,015.407,986.6025,000.00 25,000.00 10,015.40Program: 11611 - Picnic Rentals Total: 140.06%

Program: 11612 - Field Rentals

Revenue 83,015.968,393.6585,000.00 85,000.00 -1,984.04 97.67%

Expense 6,689.240.009,081.32 9,081.32 2,392.08 73.66%

76,326.728,393.6575,918.68 75,918.68 408.04Program: 11612 - Field Rentals Surplus (Deficit): 100.54%

Program: 11710 - Special Events

Revenue 113,886.006,200.00140,000.00 140,000.00 -26,114.00 81.35%

Expense 115,107.9212,329.1881,112.12 81,112.12 -33,995.80 141.91%

-1,221.92-6,129.1858,887.88 58,887.88 -60,109.80Program: 11710 - Special Events Surplus (Deficit): -2.07%

Program: 22200 - Contracted Camp

Revenue 97,332.300.00210,000.00 210,000.00 -112,667.70 46.35%

Expense 0.000.006,755.00 6,755.00 6,755.00 0.00%

97,332.300.00203,245.00 203,245.00 -105,912.70Program: 22200 - Contracted Camp Surplus (Deficit): 47.89%

Program: 22210 - Camp Chi-Da-CA

Revenue 113,730.000.00290,600.00 290,600.00 -176,870.00 39.14%

Expense 95,575.061,873.23192,101.69 192,101.69 96,526.63 49.75%

18,154.94-1,873.2398,498.31 98,498.31 -80,343.37Program: 22210 - Camp Chi-Da-CA Surplus (Deficit): 18.43%

Program: 22220 - Delight Camps

Revenue 130,062.00-322.00214,400.00 214,400.00 -84,338.00 60.66%

Expense 83,315.463,899.38149,951.59 149,951.59 66,636.13 55.56%

46,746.54-4,221.3864,448.41 64,448.41 -17,701.87Program: 22220 - Delight Camps Surplus (Deficit): 72.53%

Program: 22240 - Camp Chico Creek

Revenue 144,364.000.00230,000.00 230,000.00 -85,636.00 62.77%

Expense 101,377.875,234.08169,897.30 169,897.30 68,519.43 59.67%

42,986.13-5,234.0860,102.70 60,102.70 -17,116.57Program: 22240 - Camp Chico Creek Surplus (Deficit): 71.52%

Program: 22310 - Youth Sports

Revenue 357,810.3651,085.66435,000.00 435,000.00 -77,189.64 82.26%

Expense 306,395.2133,439.13438,865.49 438,865.49 132,470.28 69.82%

51,415.1517,646.53-3,865.49 -3,865.49 55,280.64Program: 22310 - Youth Sports Surplus (Deficit): -1,330.11%

Program: 22320 - Adult Sports

Revenue 225,571.0542,258.25425,000.00 425,000.00 -199,428.95 53.08%

Expense 231,872.2926,281.13480,310.85 480,310.85 248,438.56 48.28%

-6,301.2415,977.12-55,310.85 -55,310.85 49,009.61Program: 22320 - Adult Sports Surplus (Deficit): 11.39%

Program: 22330 - DFJ Admin

Revenue 29,194.242,536.5940,000.00 40,000.00 -10,805.76 72.99%

Expense 101,125.5010,849.81122,086.91 122,086.91 20,961.41 82.83%

-71,931.26-8,313.22-82,086.91 -82,086.91 10,155.65Program: 22330 - DFJ Admin Surplus (Deficit): 87.63%

Program: 22400 - Contract Programs

Revenue 168,937.4420,013.76190,000.00 190,000.00 -21,062.56 88.91%

Expense 205,838.4614,402.73343,263.60 343,263.60 137,425.14 59.97%

-36,901.025,611.03-153,263.60 -153,263.60 116,362.58Program: 22400 - Contract Programs Surplus (Deficit): 24.08%
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Budget Report For Fiscal: FY 2025 Period Ending: 04/30/2025

Fiscal
Activity

Variance
Favorable

(Unfavorable)
Period

ActivityAccount Typ…

Current
Total Budget

Original
Total Budget

Percent
Used

Program: 22510 - Afterschool Program - CARD

Revenue 2,810,588.57630,522.132,662,550.00 2,662,550.00 148,038.57 105.56%

Expense 1,485,826.76153,314.671,940,051.65 1,940,051.65 454,224.89 76.59%

1,324,761.81477,207.46722,498.35 722,498.35 602,263.46Program: 22510 - Afterschool Program - CARD Surplus (Deficit): 183.36%

Program: 22600 - NC Admin

Revenue 110,198.9218,372.92166,745.50 166,745.50 -56,546.58 66.09%

Expense 176,821.0719,412.18323,059.85 323,059.85 146,238.78 54.73%

-66,622.15-1,039.26-156,314.35 -156,314.35 89,692.20Program: 22600 - NC Admin Surplus (Deficit): 42.62%

Program: 22610 - Trips

Revenue 1,327.700.000.00 0.00 1,327.70 0.00%

1,327.700.000.00 0.00 1,327.70Program: 22610 - Trips Total: 0.00%

Program: 22630 - Nature ABC

Revenue 6,011.860.006,000.00 6,000.00 11.86 100.20%

Expense 1,010.3868.517,194.82 7,194.82 6,184.44 14.04%

5,001.48-68.51-1,194.82 -1,194.82 6,196.30Program: 22630 - Nature ABC Surplus (Deficit): -418.60%

Program: 22800 - Recreation Swim

Revenue 201,075.745,735.00200,000.00 200,000.00 1,075.74 100.54%

Expense 179,940.985,100.99326,465.94 326,465.94 146,524.96 55.12%

21,134.76634.01-126,465.94 -126,465.94 147,600.70Program: 22800 - Recreation Swim Surplus (Deficit): -16.71%

Program: 22900 - Youth Leader

Revenue 400.000.000.00 0.00 400.00 0.00%

Expense 1,107.996.461,776.79 1,776.79 668.80 62.36%

-707.99-6.46-1,776.79 -1,776.79 1,068.80Program: 22900 - Youth Leader Surplus (Deficit): 39.85%

Program: 22910 - Inclusion

Revenue 135,913.95130.00120,000.00 120,000.00 15,913.95 113.26%

Expense 149,579.8815,111.79172,034.24 172,034.24 22,454.36 86.95%

-13,665.93-14,981.79-52,034.24 -52,034.24 38,368.31Program: 22910 - Inclusion Surplus (Deficit): 26.26%

Report Surplus (Deficit): 490,917.29 1,482,401.16751,220.93 751,220.93 731,180.23 197.33%
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Budget Report For Fiscal: FY 2025 Period Ending: 04/30/2025

Fund Summary

Fiscal
Activity

Variance
Favorable

(Unfavorable)Fund
Period

Activity
Current

Total Budget
Original

Total Budget

90 - General Fund 1,482,401.16490,917.29751,220.93 751,220.93 731,180.23

Report Surplus (Deficit): 490,917.29 1,482,401.16751,220.93 751,220.93 731,180.23

7



Chico Area Recreation and Park District

Assessment District 
Revenue & Expense

For Fiscal: FY 2025 Period Ending: 04/30/2025

Fiscal
Activity

Variance
Favorable

(Unfavorable)
Period

ActivityAccount Typ…

Current
Total Budget

Original
Total Budget

Percent
Used

Fund: 60 - Baroni Park

Revenue 108,222.0847,459.22162,300.00 162,300.00 -54,077.92 66.68%

Expense 79,840.669,342.25134,434.10 134,434.10 54,593.44 59.39%

28,381.4238,116.9727,865.90 27,865.90 515.52Fund: 60 - Baroni Park Surplus (Deficit): 101.85%

Fund: 63 - Indigo Park

Revenue 54,128.066,349.6783,266.33 83,266.33 -29,138.27 65.01%

Expense 50,615.684,580.5274,266.33 74,266.33 23,650.65 68.15%

3,512.381,769.159,000.00 9,000.00 -5,487.62Fund: 63 - Indigo Park Surplus (Deficit): 39.03%

Fund: 65 - Oak Way Park

Revenue 23,088.819,894.65153,629.14 153,629.14 -130,540.33 15.03%

Expense 124,852.2211,867.49153,629.14 153,629.14 28,776.92 81.27%

-101,763.41-1,972.840.00 0.00 -101,763.41Fund: 65 - Oak Way Park Surplus (Deficit): 0.00%

Fund: 67 - Peterson Park (Amber Grove)

Revenue 42,114.9817,828.95127,531.55 127,531.55 -85,416.57 33.02%

Expense 92,970.847,607.63127,531.55 127,531.55 34,560.71 72.90%

-50,855.8610,221.320.00 0.00 -50,855.86Fund: 67 - Peterson Park (Amber Grove) Surplus (Deficit): 0.00%

Report Surplus (Deficit): 48,134.60 -120,725.4736,865.90 36,865.90 -157,591.37 -327.47%
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Budget Report For Fiscal: FY 2025 Period Ending: 04/30/2025

Fund Summary

Fiscal
Activity

Variance
Favorable

(Unfavorable)Fund
Period

Activity
Current

Total Budget
Original

Total Budget

60 - Baroni Park 28,381.4238,116.9727,865.90 27,865.90 515.52

63 - Indigo Park 3,512.381,769.159,000.00 9,000.00 -5,487.62

65 - Oak Way Park -101,763.41-1,972.840.00 0.00 -101,763.41

67 - Peterson Park (Amber Grove) -50,855.8610,221.320.00 0.00 -50,855.86

Report Surplus (Deficit): 48,134.60 -120,725.4736,865.90 36,865.90 -157,591.37
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Chico Area Recreation and Park District

Impact Fee Activity

For Fiscal: FY 2025 Period Ending: 04/30/2025

Fiscal
Activity

Variance
Favorable

(Unfavorable)
Period

ActivityAccount Typ…

Current
Total Budget

Original
Total Budget

Percent
Used

Fund: 70 - City Impact Fees (Community Park)

Revenue 1,037,968.020.001,000,000.00 1,000,000.00 37,968.02 103.80%

1,037,968.020.001,000,000.00 1,000,000.00 37,968.02Fund: 70 - City Impact Fees (Community Park) Total: 103.80%

Fund: 80 - County Impact Fees

Revenue 61,183.0726,125.0060,000.00 60,000.00 1,183.07 101.97%

61,183.0726,125.0060,000.00 60,000.00 1,183.07Fund: 80 - County Impact Fees Total: 101.97%

Report Total: 26,125.00 1,099,151.091,060,000.00 1,060,000.00 39,151.09 103.69%
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Budget Report For Fiscal: FY 2025 Period Ending: 04/30/2025

Fund Summary

Fiscal
Activity

Variance
Favorable

(Unfavorable)Fund
Period

Activity
Current

Total Budget
Original

Total Budget
Percent

Used

70 - City Impact Fees (Community Park) 1,037,968.020.001,000,000.00 1,000,000.00 37,968.02 103.80%

80 - County Impact Fees 61,183.0726,125.0060,000.00 60,000.00 1,183.07 101.97%

Report Total: 26,125.00 1,099,151.091,060,000.00 1,060,000.00 39,151.09 103.69%
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Chico Area Recreation and Park District

General Fund
Balance Report

As Of 04/30/2025

Account Name Balance

Fund: 90 - General Fund
Assets

90-1016 Petty Cash 800.00
90-1021 Claim On Cash - General 14,328,707.65
90-1210 Land 17,441,222.52
90-1212 Land Improvements 30,521,143.51
90-1215 Leasehold Improvements 2,096,189.67
90-1220 Buildings and Components 123,423.67
90-1225 Building Improvements & Renovations 39,671.05
90-1230 Construction in Progress 7,682,184.88
90-1235 Equipment 1,332,467.32
90-1240 Vehicles 640,774.64
90-1250 Technology Hardware 296,192.00
90-1270 Accumulated Depreciation -18,397,846.75
90-1310 Accounts Receivable 555,732.15
90-1340 Suspense -3,101.51
90-1360 Deferred Outflows of Resources 2,033,810.00

58,691,370.80Total Assets: 58,691,370.80

Liability

90-2004 Deferred Inflows of Resources 32,247.00
90-2006 Accounts Payable 271,979.01
90-2010 Vouchers Payable 138,646.93
90-2014 Accrued Wages and Salaries Payable 115,789.38
90-2016 Compensated Absences Payable 492,299.50
90-2018 457 Employee Contribution 4,168.60
90-2020 457 ROTH Employee Contribution 2,325.00
90-2022 CalPERS - Employee 45,444.44
90-2024 CalPERS - Employer 23,435.00
90-2026 Federal Withholding 96,495.77
90-2030 Garnishments 2,797.35
90-2031 HSA -15,756.53
90-2032 Medical Insurance - Employee 2,734.02
90-2036 Medicare and Social Security - Employee 111,877.15
90-2038 Medicare and Social Security - Employer 27,924.09
90-2040 State Withholding 73,049.27
90-2042 SDI 9,507.64
90-2044 Union Dues - Parks Staff -537.56
90-2046 Union Dues - Supervisor 494.81
90-2048 Voluntary Life/AD&D - Employee 2,643.59
90-2052 Deferred Revenue 763,137.42
90-2054 Due To Other Funds 4,652,631.00
90-2056 Other Liability - Class Clearing Acct -38,291.75
90-2058 Net Pension Liability 3,483,557.00
90-2060 Time Expired Holding Acct 8,298.11
90-2062 Prepaid Facilities Transfer -1,091.00
90-2066 Security Deposits 100,757.77
90-2070 Sales Tax 254.87
90-2099 Due To- General -105,962.15

10,300,855.73Total Liability:

Equity

90-3010 Fund Balance - NonSpendable 35,555,915.76
90-3020 Fund Balance - Restricted 2,500,000.00
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Balance Sheet As Of 04/30/2025

Account Name Balance

90-3050 Fund Balance - Unassigned 7,901,945.01
45,957,860.77Total Beginning Equity:
12,445,705.02Total Revenue
10,013,050.72Total Expense

2,432,654.30Revenues Over/Under Expenses

Total Liabilities, Equity and Current Surplus (Deficit): 58,691,370.80

48,390,515.07Total Equity and Current Surplus (Deficit):

13

https://incode.tylerhost.net/chicoarearapdca/apps/form/?path=General%20Ledger/Account&$filter=AccountId%20eq%207bbb8c9f-d5cd-fde5-b382-b6688eb6e10f


Balance Sheet As Of 04/30/2025

Account Name Balance

Fund: 99 - POOLED CASH
Assets

99-1010 Cash In Bank - US Bank Treasurer 6,358,584.80
99-1011 Cash In Bank - Golden Valley Bank 2,971,555.74
99-1012 Cash In Bank - California Class Investment 2,759,796.23
99-1014 Cash In Bank - GVB Investment Account 9,634,644.48
99-1018 Cash In Bank - Tri Counties Investment Account1,173,651.21
99-1382 Due From Other Funds-Indigo -4.26
99-1384 Due From Other Funds-General -105,962.15
99-1386 Due From Other Funds-Peterson -42.61

22,792,223.44Total Assets: 22,792,223.44

Liability

99-2006 Accounts Payable (Pooled Cash) -106,009.02
99-2007 Wages Payable 205,617.61
99-2054 Due To Other Funds (Pooled Cash) 22,692,614.85

22,792,223.44Total Liability:

Total Liabilities, Equity and Current Surplus (Deficit): 22,792,223.44

0.00Total Equity and Current Surplus (Deficit):
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90 - General Fund 63 - Indigo Park

800.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 800.00
14,328,707.65 16,287.81 -101,763.41 -12,450.53 7,808,105.60 22,692,615.50

1210 - 1250 Fixed Assets 60,173,269.26 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 60,173,269.26
-18,397,846.75 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 -18,397,846.75

555,732.15 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 555,732.15
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 4,652,631.00 4,652,631.00

-3,101.51 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 -3,101.51
2,033,810.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,033,810.00

58,691,370.80 16,287.81 -101,763.41 -12,450.53 12,460,736.60 71,707,909.65

32,247.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 32,247.00
271,979.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 271,979.01

4,652,631.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 4,690,630.81
-38,291.75 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 -38,291.75

3,483,557.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,483,557.00
1,898,733.47 -4.26 0.00 -42.61 0.00 1,898,686.60

10,300,855.73 -4.26 0.00 -42.61 0.00 10,338,808.67

35,555,915.76 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 35,555,915.76
2,500,000.00 12,779.69 0.00 38,447.94 11,422,768.58 14,500,160.29
7,901,945.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 7,901,945.01

45,957,860.77 12,779.69 0.00 38,447.94 11,422,768.58 57,958,021.06

12,445,705.02 54,128.06 23,088.81 42,114.98 1,037,968.02 13,772,410.04
10,013,050.72 50,615.68 124,852.22 92,970.84 0.00 10,361,330.12

3,411,079.92

48,390,515.07 16,292.07 -101,763.41 -12,407.92 12,460,736.60 61,369,100.98

58,691,370.80 16,287.81 -101,763.41 -12,450.53 12,460,736.60 71,707,909.65

70 - City Impact 
Fees 

(Community 
Park)

80 - County 
Impact Fees

Object

2,432,654.30

Chico Area Recreation and Park District

60 - Baroni Park 65 - Oak Way 
Park

67 - Peterson 
Park (Amber 

Grove)

1270 - Accumulated Depreciation 0.00 0.00

Asset
1016 - Petty Cash 0.00 0.00
1021 - CLAIM ON CASH 81,186.41 572,541.97

0.00 0.00

Liability
2004 - Deferred Inflows of Resources 0.00 0.00

1310 - Accounts Receivable 0.00 0.00
1320 - Due From Other Funds 0.00 0.00
1340 - Suspense 0.00 0.00
1360 - Deferred Outflows of Resources 0.00 0.00

Total Asset: 81,186.41 572,541.97

2054 - Due to Other Funds 0.00 37,999.81
2006 - Accounts Payable 0.00 0.00

2004-2099 - Other Current Liabilities 0.00 0.00

2056 - Other Liab-Class Clearing Acct 0.00 0.00
2058 - Net Pension Liability 0.00 0.00

Total Liability: 0.00 37,999.81

Equity
3010 - Fund Balance - Nonspendable 0.00 0.00

Total Liabilities, Equity and Current Surplus (Deficit): 81,186.41 572,541.97

Total Revenue 108,222.08 61,183.07
Total Expense 79,840.66 0.00
Revenues Over/Under Expenses 28,381.42 61,183.073,512.38 -101,763.41 -50,855.86 1,037,968.02

Fund Balance Report
Account Summary

As Of 04/30/2025

Total

Total Equity and Current Surplus (Deficit): 81,186.41 534,542.16

3020 - Fund Balance - Restricted 52,804.99 473,359.09
3050 - Fund Balance - Unassigned 0.00 0.00

Total Total Beginning Equity: 52,804.99 473,359.09
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Current Year Balance Prior Year Balance
As of 4/30/2025 As of 4/30/2024

Petty Cash 800.00                     Petty Cash 800.00                     
US Bank - County Treasurer 6,358,584.80       US Bank - County Treasurer 4,853,753.97       
Golden Valley Bank - Operations 2,971,555.74       Golden Valley Bank - Operations 6,176,131.50       
California CLASS 2,759,796.23       California CLASS 2,627,865.11       
GVB Investment 9,634,644.48       GVB Investment 7,244,795.57       
TCB Investment 1,173,651.21       TCB Investment -                            

TOTAL 22,899,032.46     TOTAL 20,903,346.15     

Cash Accounts
Current to Prior Year
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Date Range: 07/01/2024 - 04/30/2025Project Activity vs Budget Report

Summary

 Project Summary

Project Number Project Name  Total Activity

Beginning
Balance

Ending
Balance

Date Range
Budget

Budget
RemainingTotal Budget

2324-102 AQC - Design 976,908.53760,177.77 1,737,086.302,075,000.00 337,913.701,627,000.00
2324-103 AQC - Construction 535,688.2910,136.66 545,824.9520,000,000.00 19,454,175.0520,000,000.00
2324-104 ADA Compliance Upgrades 30,250.00167,259.13 197,509.13205,000.00 7,490.87205,000.00
2324-105 DFM Upgrades 18,056.250.00 18,056.25205,000.00 186,943.75205,000.00
2324-106 CCC - Roof & Exterior Repair/Painting 239,165.100.00 239,165.10253,730.00 14,564.90253,730.00
2324-107 DST - Irrigation Smart Controller Upgr… 153,747.4626,900.50 180,647.96219,040.00 38,392.04219,040.00
2324-108 ROT - Replace 5-12 Play Structure 151,337.100.00 151,337.10174,280.00 22,942.90174,280.00
2324-109 COM - Maintenance Building 361,428.300.00 361,428.301,300,000.00 938,571.700.00
2425-101 HEN - Park Development 32,493.710.00 32,493.713,500,000.00 3,467,506.293,500,000.00
2425-102 COM - Court Repairs 140,848.000.00 140,848.00143,016.00 2,168.00143,016.00
2425-103 LKS - Kitchen Renovation 15,344.530.00 15,344.5345,000.00 29,655.4745,000.00
2425-104 BAR - Playground 2,023.110.00 2,023.11200,000.00 197,976.89200,000.00
2425-105 LKS - HVAC 114,800.730.00 114,800.73200,000.00 85,199.27200,000.00
2425-106 COM - Sidewalk Repairs 71,484.000.00 71,484.0071,484.00 0.0071,484.00
2425-201 DST - Leaf Sweeper 66,000.000.00 66,000.0066,000.00 0.0066,000.00
2425-202 DST - Vehicles 122,551.030.00 122,551.03130,000.00 7,448.97130,000.00
2425-203 DST - Heavy Equipment 50,493.190.00 50,493.1956,000.00 5,506.8156,000.00

3,082,619.33964,474.06 4,047,093.3928,843,550.00 24,796,456.6127,095,550.00Report Total:

Group Summary

Group  Total Activity

Beginning
Balance

Ending
Balance

Date Range
Budget

Budget
RemainingTotal Budget

Capital Projects 2,643,931.76797,214.93 3,441,146.6928,007,270.00 24,566,123.3126,259,270.00
Fixed Assets 390,381.320.00 390,381.32426,280.00 35,898.68426,280.00
Non-Capital Projects 48,306.25167,259.13 215,565.38410,000.00 194,434.62410,000.00

Report Total: 3,082,619.33964,474.06 4,047,093.3928,843,550.00 24,796,456.6127,095,550.00

Type Summary

Group  Total Activity

Beginning
Balance

Ending
Balance

Date Range
Budget

Budget
RemainingTotal Budget

Construction 1,545,090.53770,314.43 2,315,404.9625,575,000.00 23,259,595.0425,127,000.00
Equipment 52,516.300.00 52,516.30256,000.00 203,483.70256,000.00
Improvements 30,250.00167,259.13 197,509.13205,000.00 7,490.87205,000.00
Renovation 33,400.780.00 33,400.78250,000.00 216,599.22250,000.00
Replacements 1,298,810.6926,900.50 1,325,711.192,427,550.00 1,101,838.811,127,550.00
Vehicle 122,551.030.00 122,551.03130,000.00 7,448.97130,000.00

Report Total: 3,082,619.33964,474.06 4,047,093.3928,843,550.00 24,796,456.6127,095,550.00
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, May 15, 2025 – 2:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: Tom Lando, Chair 
 Christopher Norden, Board Member  
 Jason Roye, Board Member 
Board Members Absent:  Dave Donnan, Vice Chair 
 Michael McGinnis, Board Member 
Staff Members Present: Annabel Grimm, General Manager 
 Phil Aviles, Finance Manager  
 Holli Drobny, Administrative Director 
 Erin Morrissey, Recreation Director 
 Scott Schumann, Parks and Facilities Director 
Legal Counsel Present: Jackson Glick 
              
1. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 2:00 and roll call was taken as noted above. 

 
2. CLOSED SESSION 
Pursuant to Government Code section 54957: Public Employment  
General Manager  
Human Resources Manager 
 
CLOSED SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT: Direction was given, no action taken.  
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments.  

 
4. REGULAR AGENDA 
4.1. Budget Presentation (Staff Report 25-030) Information provided/possible action 
The Board reviewed the budget narrative and proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2025–2026. 
Discussion included questions regarding the investment of reserve funds and fluctuations in 
line items related to the implementation of the position budgeting system. Director Lando 
requested a five-year historical budget to better understand trends and inform future 
projections. 

The Board discussed the rising cost of electricity and efforts to reduce emissions. General 
Manager Grimm reported on staffing changes, including the transition of some positions from 
three-quarter to full-time status, and the introduction of new roles, such as a Program and Staff 
Development Manager. Directors shared positive feedback about District staff performance in 
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the parks and during programming. 

The Board requested the adoption of the practice of conducting a budget workshop outside of 
the Regular Meeting cadence during the budget process.  

5. ADJOURNMENT 
Adjourned at 2:29PM to the next meeting of the Board of Directors of the Chico Area Recreation 
and Park District.  
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Finance Committee  

STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE: May 22, 2025 
TO: Board of Directors  
FROM: Scott Schumann, Parks & Facilities Director 
SUBJECT: Community Center and Other District Locations Concrete Project 
BACKGROUND 
Utilizing a portion of year three funding allocated to ADA upgrades, a District-wide ADA 
assessment was completed in September 2024. District staff worked with CalCasp, Inc. to create 
a master ADA transition plan that identified projects by type, location, and scope of work. 

With year-end fast approaching, District staff, in consultation with Facilities Committee, 
requested proposals for concrete path of travel work at the CARD Center and Observatory.  

The CARD Center project will address aging and deteriorating walkways that pose safety and 
accessibility concerns in the Rose Garden area. The improvements will enhance ADA compliance, 
provide safer pedestrian access, and significantly improve the overall appearance and usability 
of the area.  

The Observatory lacks a path of travel from the indoor viewing area to the outdoor planetarium. 
Upgrading these pathways also supports increased programmability, safer pedestrian access 
and public enjoyment of the facility. 

DISCUSSION 
Bids were due May 1, 2025. Four proposals were received. The lowest qualified bidder is Billson 
Construction at $172,402.  
Billson Construction has demonstrated the experience and capability necessary to successfully 
complete projects to District standards at the Community Park Bocce Facility which was 
delivered on time and on budget.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
ADA Upgrades -  

Beginning Balance (7/1/24): $205,000 
Total Activity (5/20/25):   $30,250       
Balance Available:  $174,750 

Per District policy, all projects must include a contingency allocation. Staff anticipate a balance 
of $50,000 in the Deferred Maintenance allocation at the fiscal year end that can be used to 
cover the contingency portion of the concrete projects. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

Board award the concrete projects to Billson Construction in the amount of $172,402 plus 
contingency in accordance with District policy for unforeseen conditions that may arise during 
construction.
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FACILTIY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Michael McGinnis and Jason Roye 

Wednesday, May 14, 2025 – 3:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present: Dave Donnan, Board Member 
Board Members Absent: Jason Roye, Board Member 
Staff Members Present: Annabel Grimm, General Manager 

Phil Aviles, Finance Manager  
Holli Drobny, Administrative Director 
Erin Morrissey, Recreation Director 
Scott Schumann, Parks and Facilities Director 

Legal Counsel Present: None 

A G E N D A 
1. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 3:05 and roll call was noted above.

2. Public Comments
There were none.

3. Henshaw Neighborhood Park Development
District staff presented an update on the development and design of Henshaw
Neighborhood Park. The update included key insights from the most recent community input
session, as well as next steps for the project, which include the release of an additional survey
and the review of a conceptual design upon completion of the survey period.

4. Humboldt Bike Park
District staff provided an update on the progress of the Humboldt Bike Park, including
highlights from the most recent community input session. The session was deemed
successful, as it contributed significantly to building community support for the project.

5. Capital Improvement Plan
The Committee reviewed the progress on the current fiscal year’s plan, including:

• Rotary Park playground installations
• Community Park Court resurfacing
• Centennial Neighborhood Park playground installations
• Lakeside HVAC installation in January
• Community Park Shop under construction

Additionally, the Committee discussed priorities for the upcoming fiscal year, which will be 

Regular Agenda Item 4.1.2
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reviewed in detail at the upcoming budget workshop.  
  
6. Directors’ Comments 

Opportunity for the Committee to comment on items not listed on the agenda. 

7. Adjournment 
Adjourned at 3:22 to the next scheduled Facilities Committee Meeting. 
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RESOLUTION 25-007 OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  
CHICO AREA RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT  

Adopting The Final Budget For The 2025-2026 Fiscal Year 
 

WHEREAS, the Chico Area Recreation and Park District is a legally constituted public agency formed 
pursuant to the Public Resource Code of the State of California; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to §5784.1 of the Public Resource Code of the State of California, the Board of 
Directors of the Chico Area Recreation and Park District did publish a notice stating that the 
Preliminary Budget had been adopted and was available for inspection, and did hold and conduct a 
Public Hearing for the taxpayers of the District; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Chico Area Recreation and 
Park District adopts the Final Budget for the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the General Manager is authorized and directed to adjust the Final 
Budget as necessary to accommodate changes resulting from decisions made by the California State 
Legislature and approved by the Governor and/or resulting from determinations made by the Butte 
County Board of Supervisors and/or others that dictate adjustments be made to the Final Budget 
during the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED at a Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Chico Area 
Recreation and Park District on the 22 day of May 2025 by the following vote: 
 
  
Ayes:  
Noes: 
Abstain: 
Absent: 
        ATTEST: 
   
 
_____________________________                               ________________________________  
Tom Lando, Chair     Holli Drobny 
Board of Directors     Clerk of the Board of Directors 
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Finance Committee  

STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE: May 22, 2025  
TO: Board of Directors  
FROM: Annabel Grimm, General Manager 
SUBJECT: Intention to Continue to Levy the Assessments for Fiscal Year 25/26 for Oak Park, 

Amber Grove, and Baroni 

RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the Board approve a Resolution that would declare the Board’s intention 
to continue to levy the assessments for fiscal year 2025-26, preliminarily approve the Engineer’s 
Reports for the Oak Way, Amber Grove/Greenfield, and Baroni Neighborhood Park and Open 
Space (No. LLD 001-05) Landscaping and Lighting Assessment Districts (the “Assessment 
Districts”), and provide for the notice of a public hearing on May 22, 2025, regarding continuing 
the annual assessments for fiscal year 2025-26. 
 
RESULT OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
The Board will declare its intention to continue to levy the assessments for fiscal year 2025-26, will 
preliminarily approve the Engineer’s Reports, including the proposed rates included in the 
Engineer’s Reports for the Assessment Districts.  The levy administrator will process the current 
parcel data to establish current assessments for each parcel in the assessment districts boundaries. 
The levy administrator will publish a notice in a local newspaper in order to inform the public of 
the hearing that will be held on June 26, 2023, for the continued levy of the assessments. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Amber Grove/Greenfield Landscape and Lighting Assessment District 
The Amber Grove/Greenfield Landscape and Lighting Assessment District was approved by 
property owners in 1994 to fund the maintenance and operations of the Amber Grove/Greenfield 
Park.  
 
Oak Way Landscape and Lighting Assessment District 
The Oak Way Landscape and Lighting Assessment District was approved by property owners in 
1997 to continue to fund the maintenance and operations of Oak Way Park.  
 
Baroni Neighborhood Park and Open Space (No. LLD 001-05) Landscape and Lighting Assessment 
District 
In 2006, property owners approved the Baroni Neighborhood Park and Open Space (No. LLD 001-
05) Landscape and Lighting Assessment District to provide funding for the maintenance and 
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operations for the Baroni Neighborhood Park, adjacent open space areas and related trails system 
within the District. 
 
PROPOSED RATE 
The proposed assessment rates and the approximate amount of revenues for the 2025-26 by 
Assessment Districts are listed below: 
 

 
Assessment District Rate Revenue 

Oak Way    $4.00*   $23,936 
Amber Grove/Greenfield  $70.00*   $42,490 
Baroni Park $114.89 $110,639   
*Annual rate does not include a CPI 

 
ANALYSIS 
In order to continue the levy the assessments, the Board will need to adopt the resolution to 
preliminarily approve the Engineer’s Report and set the date for the public hearing. The Engineer’s 
Report is required by Proposition 218 and includes the special and general benefit findings to 
support the assessments, the updated proposed assessments for each parcel in the Districts, the 
proposed budget for the assessments, and the proposed assessments per single-family equivalent 
for fiscal year 2025-26. If the Board preliminarily approves the Engineer’s Reports, a noticed public 
hearing will be subsequently held to allow the public to provide input on the proposed budgets, 
services and assessments, and to allow the Board to make a final decision on the continuation of 
these important assessments. The public hearing will be held on June 26, 2025. 
 
CONCLUSION   
It is recommended that the Board approve the Resolution of Intention to Continue to Levy the 
Assessments for Fiscal Year 2025-26, Preliminarily approving the Engineer’s Report, and Providing 
for Notice of a Public Hearing on June 26, 2025, for the Oak Way, Amber Grove/Greenfield, and 
Baroni Neighborhood Park and Open Space (No. LLD 001-05) Landscaping and Lighting 
Assessment Districts. 
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RESOLUTION 25-08 OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  
CHICO AREA RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT  

A RESOLUTION OF INTENTION TO CONTINUE TO LEVY THE ASSESSMENTS FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2025-26, PRELIMINARILY APPROVING ENGINEER'S REPORTS, AND PROVIDING FOR NOTICE 

OF A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE OAK WAY, AMBER GROVE/GREENFIELD, AND BARONI 
NEIGHBORHOOD PARK AND OPEN SPACE (No. LLD 001-05) LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING 

ASSESSMENT DISTRICTS 
 
WHEREAS, the Chico Area Recreation and Park District is authorized, pursuant to the Landscaping 
and Lighting Act of 1972 (the "Act"), Part 2 of Division 15 of the California Streets and Highways 
Code (commencing with Section 22500 thereof) and Article XIIID of the California Constitution, to 
levy assessments for park and recreation improvements; and 
 
WHEREAS, on February 23, 1993, the Board of Directors of the Chico Area Recreation and Park 
District ordered through Resolution 93-07 the formation of the Oak Way Landscaping and Lighting 
Assessment District (the “Oak Way Assessment District”) for the purpose of financing certain park 
and recreational improvements; 
 
WHEREAS, in June 1997, the Park District conducted an assessment balloting proceeding for the 
Oak Way Assessment District to comply with Proposition 218 requirements. 
 
WHEREAS, on January 13, 1994, the Board of Directors of the Chico Area Recreation and Park 
District ordered through Resolution 94-01 the formation of the Amber Grove/Greenfield 
Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District (the “Amber Grove/Greenfield Assessment District”) 
for the purpose of financing certain park and recreational improvements; 
 
WHEREAS, on June 20, 2006, the City County of the City of Chico ordered through Resolution 70-
06 the formation of the Baroni Neighborhood Park and Open Space (No. LLD 001-005) 
Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District for the purpose of financing certain park and 
recreational improvements; 
 
WHEREAS, effective July 1, 2010, the City of Chico transferred ownership and maintenance and 
operational responsibility of Baroni Park to the District, and the District was also tasked to maintain 
the assessments from the established Baroni Neighborhood Park and Open Space (No. LLD 001-
005) Landscaping and Lighting Assessment to provide funding for the operation and maintenance 
of the park. 
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SECTION 7. The proposed assessment rate for the Amber Grove/Greenfield Landscaping and 
Lighting Assessment District is $5.83 per month or $70.00 per year per single family residential 
parcel which is equal to the maximum authorized assessment rate. 
 
SECTION 8. The proposed assessment rate for the Baroni Neighborhood Park and Open Space (No. 
LLD 001-005) Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District is $114.89 per year per single-family 
residential parcel.  The maximum authorized assessment rate is adjusted annually by the greater 
of three percent (3%), or the annual percentage change in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for the 
San Francisco-Oakland- San Jose Area from December to December. 
 
SECTION 9. Notice is hereby given that on June 26, 2025, at the hour of 4:00 p.m., the Board will 
hold a public hearing to consider the levy of the assessments for fiscal year 2025-26. In an effort 
to improve access to public information, residents may access meetings remotely. Information will 
be provided with the meeting agenda. 
 
SECTION 10. The Secretary of the Board is hereby authorized and directed to cause a notice of the 
hearing to be given by publishing a notice once, at least ten (10) days prior to the date of the 
hearing above specified, in a newspaper circulated in the District. 
 
SECTION 11. To get additional information about the assessments or the Assessment Districts, 
contact: Chico Area Recreation and Park District, 545 Vallombrosa Avenue, Chico, CA 95926, or call 
(530) 895-4711. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED at a Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Chico Area Recreation 
and Park District on the 22nd day of May 2025 by the following vote: 
  
Ayes:  
Noes: 
Abstain: 
Absent: 
        ATTEST: 
   
 
_____________________________                               ________________________________  
Tom Lando, Chair     Holli Drobny 
Board of Directors     Clerk of the Board of Directors 
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Introduction 

Overview 

The Chico Area Recreation and Park District (“CARD”) formed the Oak Way Park Landscaping and 
Lighting Assessment District (the “Assessment District”) in order to comply with the District’s 
Master Park and Recreation Plan that was developed in September 1988.  The Master Plan 
outlined three major findings: 

1. There exist inadequate neighborhood parks to service the park and recreational needs of 
the community, 

 
2. Additional large neighborhood parks should be developed within the service area of the 

District, preferably in conjunction with the development of adjacent school sites and in 
connection with development of new housing subdivisions, and  

 
3. Emphasize the need to develop a long-range financing program to ensure adequate 

financial resources to support the development and maintenance of the park and 
recreational improvements recommended by the Master Plan, including financial 
alternatives such as park fees, state recreation bonds, and assessments levied pursuant 
to the Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972.   

 

In 1992, CARD began the planning process for the Oak Way neighborhood park.  On February 25, 
1993, the Board approved the Engineer’s Report and passed its Resolution of Intent to Form the 
Oak Way Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District and to Levy and Collect Assessments for 
Fiscal Year 1993-1994.  On April 22, 1993, a public protest hearing was held to hear all written and 
oral protests of the formation of the proposed assessment district. After a few written protests 
and no oral protests, the Chico Area Recreation and Park District Board of Directors passed its 
Resolution Ordering the Formation of the Oak Way Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District 
and Confirming a Diagram and Assessment for Fiscal Year 1993-94.  In 1997, the Park District 
conducted an assessment balloting proceeding for the Assessment District to comply with 
Proposition 218 requirements which reduced the rate from $12.00 to $4.00. 
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Introduction 

This Engineer’s Report (“Report”) was prepared to establish the budget for the capital 
improvement and services expenditures that would be funded by the proposed 2025-26 
assessment, determine the benefits received from the lighting and landscaping maintenance and 
improvements by property within CARD and the method of assessment apportionment to lots 
and parcels within CARD.  This Report and the proposed assessments have been made pursuant 
to the Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972, Part 2 of Division 15 of the California Streets and 
Highways Code (the “Act”) and Article XIIID of the California Constitution (the “Article”).  

This Report describes the Assessment District, any new annexations, changes to the Assessment 
District, and the proposed assessments for fiscal year 2025-26.  The proposed assessments are 
based on the estimated cost to operate, maintain and service the improvements that provide a 
direct and special benefit to properties within the Assessment District. 

In each year for which the assessments will be levied, the CARD Board must direct the preparation 
of an Engineer's Report, budgets and proposed assessments for the upcoming fiscal year.  After 
the Report is completed, the Board may preliminarily approve the Report and proposed 
assessments and establish the date for a public hearing on the continuation of the assessments.  
This Report was prepared pursuant to the direction of the Board adopted on April 24, 2025. 

Once the Board preliminarily approves this Engineer's Report and the continuation of the 
assessments by resolution, a notice of the proposed assessment levies must be published in a 
local paper at least 10 days prior to the date of the public hearing.  The resolution preliminarily 
approving the Engineer's Report and establishing the date for a public hearing will be used for this 
notice. 

Following the minimum 10-day time period after publishing the notice, a public hearing is held for 
the purpose of allowing public testimony about the proposed continuation of the assessments.  
This hearing is currently scheduled for June 26, 2025.   

Following consideration of public comments at a public hearing, and review of the Final Annual 
Engineer’s Report, the Board of Directors (“the Board”) of CARD, may order amendments to the 
Report or confirm the Report as submitted.   

At this hearing, the Board would consider approval of a resolution confirming the assessments for 
fiscal year 2025-26.  If so confirmed and approved, the assessments would be submitted to the 
County Auditor/Controller for inclusion on the property tax rolls for Fiscal Year 2025-26. 

 
 



Chico Area Recreation and Park District  
Oak Way Park Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District 
Engineer’s Report 

Page 3

Legislative Analysis 

Proposition 218 

Many of these Assessment Districts were formed prior to the passage of Proposition 218, The 
Right to Vote on Taxes Act, which was approved by the voters of California on November 6, 1996, 
and is now Article XIIIC and XIIID of the California Constitution. (Proposition 218 provides for 
benefit assessments to be levied to fund the cost of providing services, improvements, as well as 
maintenance and operation expenses to a public improvement which benefits the assessed 
property.) Although these assessments are consistent with Proposition 218, the California 
judiciary has generally referred to pre-Proposition 218 assessments as “grandfathered 
assessments” and held them to a lower standard than post Proposition 218 assessments. 

Other Assessment Districts that were formed after Proposition 218 are consistent with the 
approval procedures and requirements imposed by Proposition 218. 

Silicon Valley Taxpayers Association, Inc. v Santa Clara County Open Space 
Authority 

In July of 2008, the California Supreme Court issued its ruling on the Silicon Valley Taxpayers 
Association, Inc. v. Santa Clara County Open Space Authority (“SVTA vs. SCCOSA”).  This ruling is 
the most significant legal document in further legally clarifying Proposition 218.  Several of the 
most important elements of the ruling included further emphasis that: 

 Benefit assessments are for special, not general, benefit 
 The services and/or improvements funded by assessments must be clearly defined 
 Special benefits are directly received by and provide a direct advantage to property in 

the Assessment District 

Dahms v. Downtown Pomona Property 

On June 8, 2009, the 4th Court of Appeal amended its original opinion upholding a benefit 
assessment for property in the downtown area of the City of Pomona.  On July 22, 2009, the 
California Supreme Court denied review.  On this date, Dahms became good law and binding 
precedent for assessments.  In Dahms the court upheld an assessment that was 100% special 
benefit (i.e. 0% general benefit) on the rationale that the services and improvements funded by 
the assessments were directly provided to property in the Assessment District. The Court also 
upheld discounts and exemptions from the assessment for certain properties. 
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Bonander v. Town of Tiburon 

In the December 31, 2009, the 1st District Court of Appeal overturned a benefit assessment 
approved by property owners to pay for placing overhead utility lines underground in an area of 
the Town of Tiburon.  The Court invalidated the assessments on the grounds that the assessments 
had been apportioned to assessed property based on in part on relative costs within sub-areas of 
the Assessment District instead of proportional special benefits.     

Beutz v. County of Riverside 

On May 26, 2010, the 4th District Court of Appeals issued a decision on the Steven Beutz v. County 
of Riverside (“Beutz”) appeal.  This decision overturned an assessment for park maintenance in 
Wildomar, California, primarily because the general benefits associated with improvements and 
services was not explicitly calculated, quantified and separated from the special benefits.     

Golden Hill Neighborhood Association v. City of San Diego 

On September 22, 2011, the San Diego Court of Appeal issued a decision on the Golden Hill 
Neighborhood Association v. City of San Diego appeal.  This decision overturned an assessment 
for street and landscaping maintenance in the Greater Golden Hill neighborhood of San Diego, 
California. The court described two primary reasons for its decision. First, like in Beutz, the court 
found the general benefits associated with services were not explicitly calculated, quantified and 
separated from the special benefits. Second, the court found that the City had failed to record the 
basis for the assessment on its own parcels.  

Compliance with Current Law 

This Engineer’s Report is consistent with the requirements of Article XIIIC and XIIID of the 
California Constitution and with the SVTA decision because the Improvements to be funded are 
clearly defined; the Improvements are directly available to and will directly benefit property in 
the Assessment District; and the Improvements provide a direct advantage to property in the 
Assessment District that would not be received in absence of the Assessments.   

This Engineer’s Report is consistent with Buetz, Greater Golden Hill, and Dahms because similar 
Improvements will directly benefit property in the Assessment District and the general benefits 
have been explicitly calculated and quantified and excluded from the Assessments.  The 
Engineer’s Report is consistent with Bonander because the Assessments have been apportioned 
based on the overall cost of the Improvements and proportional special benefit to each property.  
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Plans and Specifications 

The improvements to be undertaken by the Oak Way Park Landscaping and Lighting Assessment 
District (the “Assessment District”) and the cost thereof paid from the levy of the annual 
assessments, provide special benefit to parcels within the Assessment District as defined in the 
Method of Assessment herein.  In addition to the definitions provided by the Landscaping and 
Lighting Act of 1972, (the “Act”) the work and improvements are generally described as follows: 

Installation, maintenance and servicing of public recreational facilities and improvements, 
property owned or property rights, easements and/or rights of entry, leases or dedications 
including, but not limited to, parks, recreation facilities, open space lands, greenbelts, playground 
equipment, trails, utility right-of-ways, signage, fencing, picnic areas, restrooms, lighting and 
other improvements and land preparation (such as grading, leveling, cutting, and filling) sod 
landscaping, irrigation systems, sidewalks and drainage on (1) real property owned by, or 
encumbered by property rights held by, or maintained by, the Assessment District; or (2) on real 
property owned by, or encumbered by property rights held by, or maintained by any local agency 
or non-profit entity within the jurisdictional area of the Assessment District in any of the 
installations, maintenance and servicing described herein. 

“Installation” means the construction of public improvements, including, but not limited to, land 
preparation, (such as grading, leveling, cutting and filling), sod, landscaping, irrigation systems, 
sidewalks and drainage, and lights.  

“Maintenance” means the furnishing of services and materials for the ordinary and usual 
maintenance, operation and servicing of any Improvement, including (a) repair, removal, or 
replacement of all or part of any Improvement; (b) providing for the life, growth, health and 
beauty of landscaping, including cultivation, irrigation, trimming, spraying, fertilizing, or treating 
for disease or injury; (c) the removal of trimmings, rubbish, debris, and other solid waste; and (d) 
the cleaning, sandblasting and painting of walls and other Improvements to remove or cover 
graffiti.  (Streets & Highways Code §22531) 

“Servicing” means the furnishing of (a) electric current or energy, gas or other illuminating agent 
for any public lighting facilities or for the lighting or operation of any other Improvements; and 
(b) water for irrigation of any landscaping, the operation of any fountains, or the maintenance of 
any other Improvements.  (Streets & Highways Code §22538) 
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Incidental expenses include all of the following: (a) The costs of preparation of the report, 
including plans, specifications, estimates, diagram, and assessment; (b) the costs of printing, 
advertising, and the giving of published, posted, and mailed notices; (c) compensation payable to 
the County for collection of assessments; (d) compensation of any engineer or attorney employed 
to render services in proceedings pursuant to this part; (e) any other expenses incidental to the 
construction, installation, or maintenance and servicing of the Improvements; (f) any expenses 
incidental to the issuance of bonds or notes pursuant to Streets & Highways Code Section 
22662.5; and (g) costs associated with any elections held for the approval of a new or increased 
assessment. (Streets & Highways Code §22526) 

The assessment proceeds will be exclusively used for Improvements within the Assessment 
District plus incidental expenses. Reference is made to the plans and specifications, including 
specific expenditure and improvement plans by park/recreation site, which are on file with Chico 
Area Recreation and Park District.   
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Estimate of Costs And Budget 

The annual assessment for the Oak Way Park Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District is 
shown in the figure below:   

Figure 1 - Oak Way Park LLAD Estimate of Costs Fiscal Year 2025-26 

 

Preliminary 
Budget

Maintenance and Servicing Expenditures: $147,000

Incidental Expenses 1 $4,851
Installation, Maintenance, Servicing and Incidental Costs Total $151,851

Contributions from General Fund ($127,887)

Net Costs for Maintenance and Servicing $23,964

Budget Allocation to Property 2

Assessment Units RATE BUDGET 3

5,991                   $4.00 $23,964

Notes:

3.  The assessment amounts are rounded down to the even penny for purposes of complying with the collection 
requirements from the County Auditor-Controller.  Therefore, the total assessment amount for all parcels subject to 
the assessments may vary slightly from the net amount to assessment.

Chico Area Recreation and Park District - Oak Way Park
Estimate of Costs 

1.  Incidental cost includes county collection charges and project management.

2.  The Act stipulates that proceeds from the assessments must be deposited into a special fund that has been set 
up for the revenues and expenditures of the Assessment District.  Moreover, funds raised by the assessment shall 
be used only for the purposes stated within this Report.  Any balance remaining at the end of the fiscal year, June 
30, must be carried over to the next fiscal year.  
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Method of Apportionment  

Method of Apportionment 

This section of the Engineer's Report explains the benefits to be derived from the Improvements 
and the methodology used to apportion the total assessment to properties within the Assessment 
District. 

The method used for apportioning the assessment is based upon the relative special benefits to 
be derived by the properties in the Assessment District over and above general benefits conferred 
on real property or to the public at large.  The assessment is apportioned to lots and parcels in 
proportion to the relative special benefit from the improvements.  The apportionment of special 
benefit is a two-step process: the first step has been to identify the types of special benefit arising 
from the improvements and the second step is to allocate the assessments to property based on 
the estimated relative special benefit for each type of property. 

This section of the Report includes a discussion of the benefits to be provided by the proposed 
improvements and the method of apportionment of assessments within the Assessment District. 

Discussion of Benefit 

In summary, the assessments can only be levied based on the special benefit to property.  This 
benefit is received by property over and above any general benefits.  With reference to the 
requirements for assessments, Section 22573 of the Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972 states: 

“The net amount to be assessed upon lands within an assessment district may be 
apportioned by any formula or method which fairly distributes the net amount among all 
assessable lots or parcels in proportion to the estimated benefits to be received by each 
such lot or parcel from the improvements.” 

Proposition 218, as codified in Article XIIID of the California Constitution, has confirmed that 
assessments must be based on the special benefit to property and that the value of the special 
benefits must exceed the cost of the assessment: 

“No assessment shall be imposed on any parcel which exceeds the reasonable cost of the 
proportional special benefit conferred on that parcel.” 
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The following benefit categories summarize the types of special benefit to residential, 
commercial, industrial and other lots and parcels resulting from the Improvements to be provided 
with the assessment proceeds.  These types of special benefit are summarized as follows: 

 Proximity to Improved Landscaped Areas and Other Public Improvements within the 
Assessment District. 

 Access to Improved landscaped areas and Other Public Improvements within the 
Assessment District. 

 Improved Views within the Assessment District. 
 Extension of a property’s outdoor areas and green spaces for properties within close 

proximity to the Improvements. 

In this case, the recent the SVTA v. SCCOSA decision provides enhanced clarity to the definitions 
of special benefits to properties from similar park improvements in three distinct areas: 

 Proximity 
 Expanded or improved access 
 Views  

The SVTA v. SCCOSA decision also clarifies that a special benefit is a service or improvement that 
provides a direct advantage to a parcel and that indirect or derivative advantages resulting from 
the overall public benefits from a service or improvement are general benefits.  The SVTA v. 
SCCOSA decision also provides specific guidance that park improvements are a direct advantage 
and special benefit to property that is proximate to a park that is improved by an assessment: 

The characterization of a benefit may depend on whether the parcel receives a direct 
advantage from the improvement (e.g. proximity to a park) or receives an indirect, 
derivative advantage resulting from the overall public benefits of the improvement (e.g. 
general enhancement of the district’s property values).  

Proximity, improved access and views, in addition to the other special benefits listed herein 
further strengthen the basis of these assessments. 

Moreover, the Dahms decision further clarified that certain services and improvements funded 
by assessments, that are over and above what otherwise would be provided and that other 
property in general and the public do not share or receive are 100% special benefit. The 
assessment funded services upheld by Dahms included streetscape maintenance and security 
services. 
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Benefit Factors 

The special benefits from the Improvements are further detailed below:  

Proximity to improved landscaped and park areas within the Assessment District 

Only the specific properties within close proximity to the Improvements are included in the 
Assessment District.  Each of the Assessment District has been narrowly drawn to only include the 
properties that receive special benefits from the Improvements.  Therefore, property in the 
Assessment District enjoys unique and valuable proximity and access to the Improvements that 
the public at large and property outside the Assessment District do not share.   

In absence of the assessments, the Improvements would not be provided and the public 
improvements funded in the Assessment District would be degraded due to insufficient funding 
for maintenance, upkeep and repair. Therefore, the assessments provide Improvements that are 
over and above what otherwise would be provided.  Improvements that are over and above what 
otherwise would be provided do not by themselves translate into special benefits but when 
combined with the unique proximity and access enjoyed by parcels in the Assessment District, 
they provide a direct advantage and special benefit to property in the Assessment District.  

Access to improved landscaped and park areas within the Assessment District 

Since the parcels in the Assessment District are nearly the only parcels that enjoy close access to 
the Improvements, they directly benefit from the unique close access to improved landscaped 
and park areas and other public improvements that are provided by the Assessments.  This is a 
direct advantage and special benefit to property in the Assessment District. 

Improved views within the Assessment District 

CARD, by maintaining permanent public improvements funded by the assessments in each 
Assessment District, provides improved views to properties in the Assessment District.  The 
properties in the Assessment District enjoy close and unique proximity, access and views of the 
specific Improvements funded in their Assessment District; therefore, the improved and 
protected views provided by the Assessments are another direct and tangible advantage that is 
uniquely conferred upon property in the Assessment District. 
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Extension of a property’s outdoor areas and green spaces for properties within 
close proximity to the Improvements 

In large part because it is cost prohibitive to provide large open land areas on property in the 
Assessment District, the residential, commercial and other benefiting properties in the 
Assessment District do not have large outdoor areas and green spaces.  The landscaped areas 
within the Assessment District provide additional outdoor areas that serve as an effective 
extension of the land area for proximate properties because the Improvements are uniquely 
proximate and accessible to property in close proximity to the Improvements. The Improvements, 
therefore, provide an important, valuable and desirable extension of usable land area for the 
direct advantage and special benefit of properties in the Assessment District because such 
properties have uniquely good and close proximity to the Improvements. 

General versus Special Benefit 

In absence of the assessments, the Improvements in each Assessment District would not be 
provided, so the Improvements are “over and above” what otherwise would be provided.  Many 
of the parcels would not even exist if the assessments were not established because an 
assessment for the specific Improvements within the Assessment District was a condition of 
development approval.   

All of the Assessment proceeds derived from each Assessment District will be utilized to fund the 
cost of providing a level of tangible “special benefits” in the form of proximate landscaping, 
lighting, and other permanent public improvements. The Assessments are also structured to 
provide specific Improvements within each Assessment District, further ensuring that the 
Improvements funded by the Assessments are of specific and special benefit to property within 
each Assessment District. 

Although these Improvements may be available to the general public at large, the public 
landscaping and other public improvements in each Assessment District were specifically 
designed, located and created to provide additional and improved public resources for the direct 
advantage of property inside the Assessment District, and not the public at large.  Other 
properties that are either outside an Assessment District or within an Assessment District and not 
assessed, do not enjoy the unique proximity, access, views and other special benefit factors 
described previously.  Moreover, many of the homes and other improvements on parcels in the 
Assessment District would not have been built if the Assessments were not established because 
an assessment for public landscaping and lighting was a condition of development approval.   
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It is also important to note that the improvements and services funded by the assessments in 
Pomona (“Dahms”) are similar to the improvements and services funded by the Assessments 
described in this Engineer’s Report and the Court found these improvements and services to be 
100% special benefit. Also similar to the assessments in Pomona, the Assessments described in 
this Engineer’s Report fund improvements and services directly provided within the Assessment 
District and every benefiting property in the Assessment District enjoys proximity and access to 
the Improvements.  Therefore, Dahms establishes a basis for minimal or zero general benefits 
from the Improvements, particularly setback landscaping improvements.  

Benefit Finding 

In summary, real property located within the boundaries of the Assessment District distinctly and 
directly benefits from closer proximity, access and views of Improvements funded by the 
Assessments, the creation of developable parcels and from the extension of usable land area 
provided by the assessments.  The Improvements are specifically designed to serve local 
properties in each Assessment District, not other properties or the public at large.  The 
Assessment District have been narrowly drawn to include those parcels that receive a direct 
advantage from the Improvements.  The public at large and other properties outside the 
Assessment District receive only limited benefits from the Improvements because they do not 
have proximity, good access or views of the Improvements.  These are special benefits to property 
in the Improvement District in much the same way that sewer and water facilities, sidewalks and 
paved streets enhance the utility and desirability of property and make them more functional to 
use, safer and easier to access. 

Method of Assessment 

The step in apportioning assessments is to determine the relative special benefit for each 
property.  This process involves determining the relative benefit received by each property in 
relation to a single-family home.  

Oak Way Park Land Use Classification  

The Land Use Classes for the Oak Park Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District is defined in 
the original Engineer’s Report:   

Class A: Includes all single family residential lots, single family ag-
residential parcels and condominium residential parcels. 
Class B: Includes all multi-residential and apartment residential parcels. 
Class C: Includes all mobile home residential parcels. 
Class D: Includes all retail, commercial and non-residential land use parcels. 
Class E: Includes all industrial and mini-storage parcels. 
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Class F: Includes all parcels classified as exempt from assessment by the 
County Assessor.  Vacant properties, small irregular shaped parcels and 
property owned by any government entity or utility fall into this class.  

Assessment Factors 

The Assessment District calculate the Assessment per parcel based on Land Use Classes and the 
Assessment Factor Index.  The Assessment Factor Index and Assessment per Parcel are defined in 
the original Oak Way Park Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District Engineer’s Reports: 

Assessment Factor Index: 

The Assessment Matrix also shows the Assessment Factor Index for each 
land use category.  Since a single family residential parcel is the 
“benchmark property”, the relative scores of all other land use classes were 
related to the benchmark by indexing.  A single family residential parcel 
was assigned a relative Assessment Factor Index of 1.00. The Assessment 
Factor Index for other land use classes were determined by dividing the 
point total for each particular land use class by the point total for the single 
family/ condominium residential class.   

Assessment Per Parcel: 

The total number of dwelling units for each land use class was multiplied 
by its respective Assessment Factor Index to determine the number of 
Assessment Units for each land class.  The sum of the Assessment Units for 
all land use classes was then divided into the annual assessment amount 
to determine a Base Unit per unit. 

The final assessment per parcel is determined by multiplying the Base Assessment by the 
Assessment Factor Index and the number of units for that particular parcel. 

Figure 2 - The Benefit Assessment Matrix 

          

  Use of Property 

Assessment 
Factor 
Index Rate   

  
Single and Multi-Family Residential, 
Apartment Unit, or Condominium 1.00 $4.00   

  Mobile Homes on a Separate Parcel  0.90 $3.60   

  Commercial/Industrial 0.00 $0.00   
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Appeals of Assessments Levied to Property 

Any property owner who feels that the assessment levied on the subject property is in error as a 
result of incorrect information being used to apply the foregoing method of assessment may file 
a written appeal with the District Engineer or his or her designee. Any such appeal is limited to 
correction of an assessment during the then current fiscal year. Upon the filing of any such appeal, 
the District Engineer or his or her designee will promptly review the appeal and any information 
provided by the property owner. If the General Manager or his or her designee finds that the 
assessment should be modified, the appropriate changes shall be made to the Assessment Roll. If 
any such changes are approved after the Assessment Roll has been filed with the County for 
collection, the District Engineer or his or her designee is authorized to refund to the property 
owner the amount of any approved reduction. Any dispute over the decision of the District 
Engineer or his or her designee shall be referred to the Board of Directors of the Chico Area 
Recreation and Park District, and the decision of the Board shall be final. 
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Assessments 

WHEREAS, said the Board directed the undersigned Engineer of Work to prepare and file a report 
presenting an estimate of costs, a diagram for the Assessment District and an assessment of the 
estimated costs of the Improvements upon all assessable parcels within the Assessment District, 
to which Resolution and the description of the Improvements therein contained, reference is 
hereby made for further particulars; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the undersigned, by virtue of the power vested in me under said Act and the 
order of the Board of the Chico Area Recreation and Park District hereby make the following 
assessment to cover the portion of the estimated cost of the Improvements, and the costs and 
expenses incidental thereto to be paid by the Assessment District. 

The amount to be paid for the improvements and the expense incidental thereto, to be paid by 
the District for the fiscal year 2025-26 is generally as follows: 

Figure 3 - Summary Estimate of Costs Fiscal Year 2025-26 

 
As required by the Act, an Assessment Diagram is hereto attached and made a part hereof 
showing the exterior boundaries of said Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District.  The 
distinctive number of each parcel or lot of land in the said Assessment District is its Assessor Parcel 
Number appearing on the Assessment Roll. 

I do hereby assess and apportion said net amount of the cost and expenses of said Improvements, 
including the costs and expenses incident thereto, upon the parcels and lots of land within said 
Assessment District, in accordance with the special benefits to be received by each parcel or lot, 
from the Improvements, and more particularly set forth in the Cost Estimate and Method of 
Assessment hereto attached and by reference made a part hereof. 

The maximum authorized assessment rate of $4.00 per single-family residential unit for fiscal year 
2025-26 is based on the estimate of cost and budget in this Engineer’s Report. 

 

Installation, Maintenance, Servicing and Incidental Costs Total $151,851

Contributions from General Fund ($127,887)

Total Oak Way Park LLAD Budget $23,964

SUMMARY COST ESTIMATE
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The assessment is made upon the parcels or lots of land within the Assessment District in 
proportion to the special benefits to be received by the parcels or lots of land, from said 
Improvements.  

Each parcel or lot of land is described in the Assessment Roll by reference to its parcel number as 
shown on the Assessor's Maps of the County of Butte for the fiscal year 2025-26. For a more 
particular description of the property, reference is hereby made to the deeds and maps on file 
and of record in the office of the County Recorder of said County. I hereby place opposite the 
Assessor Parcel Number for each parcel or lot within the Assessment Roll, the amount of the 
assessment for the fiscal year 2025-26 for each parcel or lot of land within the Assessment District. 

Dated:   May 15, 2025 
 

 Engineer-of-Work 

 

 By       
       John W. Bliss, License No.  C52091 
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Assessment Diagrams 

The boundaries of the Assessment District are displayed on the following Assessment Diagrams.  
The lines and dimensions of each lot or parcel within the Assessment District are those lines and 
dimensions as shown on the maps of the Assessor of the County of Butte, for fiscal year 2025-26, 
and are incorporated herein by reference, and made a part of this Diagram and this Report.  
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Assessment Roll 

An Assessment Roll (a listing of all parcels assessed within the Assessment District and the amount 
of the assessment) will be filed with the Secretary to the Board of Directors and is, by reference, 
made part of this report and is available for public inspection during normal office hours.  

Each lot or parcel listed on the Assessment Roll is shown and illustrated on the latest County 
Assessor's records and these records are, by reference, made part of this Report.  These records 
shall govern for all details concerning the description of the lots or parcels.  

Non-assessable lots or parcels include government owned land and public utility owned property. 
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Introduction 

Overview 

The Chico Area Recreation and Park District (“CARD”) was formed in 1948 and covers 
approximately 255 square miles within Butte County.  The District provides parks, park 
maintenance, and recreational programs and facilities to the residents of the City of Chico, the 
unincorporated community of Nord and other rural areas of unincorporated Butte County.   

Baroni Park is a multi-use neighborhood park and open space that occupies 7.285 acres.  It was 
completed in 2007 and is located in Southeast Chico along Baroni Drive.  On April 18, 2006, the 
City Council of the City of Chico (“City”) passed its Resolution of Intent to Form the Baroni 
Neighborhood Park and Open Space Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District No LLD 001-05 
(“Assessment District”) pursuant to the provisions of the City’s Maintenance District Ordinance of 
1997, being Chapter 3.81 of Title 3 of the Chico Municipal Code.  

Effective July 1, 2010, the City transferred ownership and maintenance and operational 
responsibility of Baroni Park to CARD.  CARD was also tasked to maintain the assessments from 
the Assessment District which is to provide funding for the operation and maintenance of the 
park. 

Assessment Formation 

On June 20, 2006, the City Council of the City of Chico ordered by Resolution No. 70-06, the 
formation of, and levied the first assessment within, the Baroni Neighborhood Park and Open 
Space Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District No LLD 001-05 pursuant to the provisions of 
the Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972 (the "Act"), Part 2 of Division 15 of the California Streets 
and Highways Code (commencing with Section 22500 thereof). 

Assessment Continuation 

In each subsequent year for which the assessments will be continued, the Board must direct the 
preparation of an Engineer's Report ("Report"), budgets and continued assessments for the 
upcoming fiscal year.  After the Engineer's Report is completed, the Board may preliminarily 
approve the Engineer's Report and proposed assessments, and establish the date for a public 
hearing on the continuation of the assessments.  This Engineer’s Report was prepared pursuant 
to the direction of the Board on April 24, 2025. 
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This Report was prepared to establish the budget for the continued services that would be funded 
by the proposed 2025-26 continued assessments and to define the benefits received from the 
improvements by property within the District and the method of assessment apportionment to 
lots and parcels.  This Report and the continued assessments have been made pursuant to the 
Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972, Part 2 of Division 15 of the California Streets and Highways 
Code and Article XIIID of the California Constitution (the “Article). 

Once the Board preliminarily approves this Engineer's Report and the continuation of the 
assessments by resolution, a notice of the proposed assessment levies must be published in a 
local paper at least 10 days prior to the date of the public hearing.  The resolution preliminarily 
approving the Engineer's Report and establishing the date for a public hearing will be used for this 
notice. 

Following the minimum 10-day time period after publishing the notice, a public hearing is held for 
the purpose of allowing public testimony about the proposed continuation of the assessments.  
This hearing is currently scheduled for June 26, 2025.  At this hearing, the Board will consider 
approval of a resolution confirming the continuation of the assessments for fiscal year 2025-26.  
If so confirmed and approved, the assessments will be submitted to the County Auditor/Controller 
for inclusion on the property tax rolls for Fiscal Year 2025-26.  

Legislative Analysis 

Proposition 218 

This assessment is formed consistent with Proposition 218, The Right to Vote on Taxes Act, which 
was approved by the voters of California on November 6, 1996, and is now codified as Articles 
XIIIC and XIIID of the California Constitution. Proposition 218 provides for benefit assessments to 
be levied to fund the cost of providing services, improvements, as well as maintenance and 
operation expenses to a public improvement which benefits the assessed property.    

Proposition 218 describes a number of important requirements, including property-owner 
balloting, for the imposition, increase and extension of assessments, and these requirements are 
satisfied by the process used to establish this assessment. 

Silicon Valley Taxpayers Assoc., Inc. v Santa Clara County Open Space Authority 

In July of 2008, the California Supreme Court issued its ruling on the Silicon Valley Taxpayers 
Association, Inc. v. Santa Clara County Open Space Authority (“SVTA”).  This ruling is the most 
significant legal document in further legally clarifying Proposition 218.  Several of the most 
important elements of the ruling included further emphasis that: 

 Benefit assessments are for special, not general, benefit 
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 The services and/or improvements funded by assessments must be clearly defined 
 Special benefits are directly received by and provide a direct advantage to property in 

the Improvement District 
 The assessment paid by property should be proportional to the special benefits it 

receives from the Improvements 

Dahms v. Downtown Pomona Property 

On June 8, 2009, the 4th Court of Appeals amended its original opinion upholding a benefit 
assessment for property in the downtown area of the City of Pomona in Dahms v. Downtown 
Pomona Property (“Dahms”).  On July 22, 2009, the California Supreme Court denied review.  In 
Dahms the Court upheld an assessment that was 100% special benefit (i.e. 0% general benefit) on 
the rationale that the services and improvements funded by the assessments were directly 
provided to property in the assessment district. The Court also upheld discounts and exemptions 
from the assessment for certain properties. 

Bonander v. Town of Tiburon 

On December 31, 2009, in Bonander v. Town of Tiburon (“Bonander”), the 1st District Court of 
Appeal overturned a benefit assessment approved by property owners to pay for placing 
overhead utility lines underground in an area of the Town of Tiburon.  The Court invalidated the 
assessments primarily on the grounds that the assessments had been apportioned to assessed 
property based on the costs within sub-areas of the assessment district instead of the overall cost 
of the improvements and the overall proportional special benefits.     

Beutz v. County of Riverside 

On May 26, 2010 the 4th District Court of Appeals issued a decision in Steven Beutz v. County of 
Riverside (“Beutz”).  This decision overturned an assessment for park maintenance in Wildomar, 
California, primarily because the general benefits associated with improvements and services 
were not explicitly calculated, quantified and separated from the special benefits.   

Golden Hill Neighborhood Association v. City of San Diego 

On September 22, 2011, the San Diego Court of Appeal issued a decision on the Golden Hill 
Neighborhood Association v. City of San Diego appeal (commonly known as “Greater Golden 
Hill”).  This decision overturned an assessment for street and landscaping maintenance in the 
Greater Golden Hill neighborhood of San Diego, California. The court described two primary 
reasons for its decision. First, like in Beutz, the court found the general benefits associated with 
services were not explicitly calculated, quantified and separated from the special 
benefits. Second, the court found that the City had failed to record the basis for the assessment 
on its own parcels.  
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Compliance with Current Law 

This Engineer’s Report is consistent with the SVTA decision and with the requirements of Article 
XIIIC and XIIID of the California Constitution because the Improvements to be funded are clearly 
defined; the benefiting property in the Improvement District enjoys close and unique proximity, 
access and views to the Improvements; the Improvements serve as an extension of usable land 
area for benefiting properties in the Improvement District and such special benefits provide a 
direct advantage to property in the Improvement District that is not enjoyed by the public at large 
or other property.    

This Engineer’s Report is consistent with Beutz, Dahms and Greater Golden Hill because, the 
improvements will directly benefit property in the Improvement District and the general benefits 
have been excluded from the Assessments, and the special and general benefits have been 
separated and quantified.  The Engineer’s Report is consistent with Bonander because the 
Assessments have been apportioned based on the overall cost of the Improvements and 
proportional special benefit to each property.  
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Plans and Specifications 

The proposed improvements associated with the Basic Park Design provides for the development 
of the western portion of the 7.285 acre park (west of the drainage swale) to be developed as a 
more traditional active park site; and the remaining portion (east of the drainage swale) to be 
more representative of a passive park (natural or native) site. This Basic Park Design incorporates, 
but is not limited to the following improvements:  

 Approximately 201,977 square feet of irrigated park area (active park area located west 
of the drainage swale) that includes approximately 90,400 square feet of turf area, 14,377 
square feet of trees, shrubs, and groundcover (plant areas), and 97,200 square feet of 
swale area;  

 Approximately 120,000 square feet of non-irrigated area (passive park area east of the 
drainage swale) that includes trees and natural vegetation; and a decomposed granite 
trail that connects the park’s concrete paths to the open space trails; and 

 Public lighting facilities including all safety lighting and ornamental lighting installed as 
part of the approved Master Plan for the Baroni Neighborhood Park;  

 Miscellaneous park facilities including but not limited to: park signage, fencing; 
playground equipment; concrete pathway surrounding the turf area; a picnic area 
including tables and barbeque facilities; and bench/seating at various locations.  

 All appurtenant facilities, equipment, materials and utilities related to the 
aforementioned improvements.  

In addition to the definitions provided by the Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972, (the “Act”) 
the work and improvements (the “Improvements”) are generally described as follows: 

Installation, maintenance and servicing of public facilities and improvements, including, but not 
limited to, turf and play areas, landscaping, ground cover, shrubs and trees, irrigation systems, 
drainage systems, lighting, street lighting, public lighting facilities, fencing, picnic areas, entry 
signs and associated appurtenances and labor, materials, supplies, utilities and equipment, as 
applicable, at each of the locations owned, operated or maintained by CARD.  Any plans and 
specifications for these improvements will be filed with the District Manager of CARD and are 
incorporated herein by reference. 

As applied herein, “Installation” means the construction of recreational improvements, including, 
but not limited to, land preparation (such as grading, leveling, cutting and filling), sod, 
landscaping, irrigation systems, sidewalks and drainage, lights, playground equipment, benches, 
and public restrooms. 
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“Maintenance” means the furnishing of services and materials for the ordinary and usual 
maintenance, operation and servicing of any improvement, including repair, removal, or 
replacement of all or part of any improvement; providing for the life, growth, health and beauty 
of landscaping; including cultivation, irrigation, trimming, spraying, fertilizing, or treating for 
disease or injury; the removal of trimmings, rubbish, debris, and other solid waste, and the 
cleaning, sandblasting and painting of walls and other improvements to remove or cover graffiti. 

“Servicing” means the furnishing of electric current, or energy, gas or other illuminating agent for 
any public lighting facilities or for the lighting or operation of any other improvements; or water 
for the irrigation of any landscaping, the operation of any fountains, or the maintenance of any 
other improvements.  

Incidental expenses include all of the following: (a) The costs of preparation of the report, 
including plans, specifications, estimates, diagram, and assessment; (b) the costs of printing, 
advertising, and the giving of published, posted, and mailed notices; (c) compensation payable to 
the County for collection of assessments; (d) compensation of any engineer or attorney employed 
to render services in proceedings pursuant to this part; (e) any other expenses incidental to the 
construction, installation, or maintenance and servicing of the Improvements; (f) any expenses 
incidental to the issuance of bonds or notes if any pursuant to Streets & Highways Code Section 
22662.5; and (g) costs associated with any elections held for the approval of a new or increased 
assessment (Streets & Highways Code §22526). 

The assessment proceeds will be exclusively used for Improvements within the Assessment 
District plus Incidental expenses. Reference is made to the plans and specifications, including 
specific expenditure and improvement plans by park/recreation site, which are on file with the 
Chico Area Recreation and Park District. 
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Estimate of Cost 

Figure 1 – Baroni Park LLAD Estimate of Cost 2025-26 

Preliminary Budget

Maintenance and Servicing Expenditures:
Salaries and Benefits $125,000

Total Salaries and Benefits $125,000

Services and Supplies
Maintenance Structure & Grounds $10,000
District Vandalism $1,000
Contract Services1 $4,241
Utilities $25,300

Total Services and Supplies $40,541

Capital Equipment Replacement Reserves2 $5,000

Total for Installation, Maintenance, Servicing and Incidental Costs $170,541
Contributions from General Fund ($59,902)
Net Costs for Maintenance and Servicing $110,639

Budget Allocation to Property3

Assessment Units RATE BUDGET4

963.00 $114.89 $110,639

Notes:

Maximum Assessment Allowed

Estimate of Costs

1.  Incidental cost includes county collection charges and project management.

2.  Funds from the Capital Equipment Replacement Reserves will be used for ADA upgrades to the park. 

3.  The Act stipulates that proceeds from the assessments must be deposited into a special fund that has been set 
up for the revenues and expenditures of the Assessment District.  Moreover, funds raised by the assessment shall 
be used only for the purposes stated within this Report.  Any balance remaining at the end of the fiscal year, June 
30, must be carried over to the next fiscal year.  

4.  The assessment amounts are rounded down to the even penny for purposes of complying with the collection 
requirements from the County Auditor-Controller.  Therefore, the total assessment amount for all parcels subject 
to the assessments may vary slightly from the net amount to assessment.
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Method of Apportionment 

Method of Apportionment 

This section of the Engineer’s Report includes an explanation of the benefits to be derived from 
the maintenance, operation, and servicing of improvements throughout the Assessment District, 
and the methodology used to apportion the total assessment to land uses within the Assessment 
District.  

The Assessment District consists of all Assessor Parcels within the boundaries of the Baroni 
Neighborhood Park and Open Space Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District No LLD 001-05 
as defined by the Assessment Diagram shown in this report and the Assessor Parcel Numbers 
listed within the included levy roll.  The parcels include all privately or publicly owned parcels 
within the boundaries.  The method used for apportioning the total assessment is based upon the 
proportional special benefits to be derived by the properties in the Assessment District over and 
above general benefits conferred on real property or to the public at large. The apportionment of 
special benefit is a two-step process: the first step is to identify the types of special benefit arising 
from the improvements, and the second step is to allocate the assessments to property based on 
the estimated relative special benefit for each type of property.  

Discussion of Benefit 

In summary, the assessments can only be levied based on the special benefit to property.  This 
benefit is received by property over and above any general benefits.  Moreover, such benefit is 
not based on any one property owner’s use of the District's facilities or a property owner’s specific 
demographic status. With reference to the requirements for assessments, Section 22573 of the 
Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972 states: 

"The net amount to be assessed upon lands within an assessment district may be 
apportioned by any formula or method which fairly distributes the net amount 
among all assessable lots or parcels in proportion to the estimated benefits to be 
received by each such lot or parcel from the improvements." 

 

Proposition 218, as codified in Article XIIID of the California Constitution, has confirmed that 
assessments must be based on the special benefit to property and that the value of the special 
benefits must reasonably exceed the cost of the assessment: 

"No assessment shall be imposed on any parcel which exceeds the 
reasonable cost of the proportional special benefit conferred on that 
parcel." 
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The following benefit categories summarize the types of special benefit to residential, 
commercial, industrial and other lots and parcels resulting from the installation, maintenance and 
servicing of landscaping improvements to be provided with the assessment proceeds.   

These categories of special benefit are summarized as follows: 

 Proximity and access to improved parks and recreational facilities. 
 Improved views. 
 Extension of a property’s outdoor areas and green spaces for properties within close 

proximity to the Improvements. 

In this case, the recent the SVTA decision provides enhanced clarity to the definitions of special 
benefits to properties in three distinct areas: 

 Proximity 
 Expanded or improved access 
 Views  

The SVTA decision also clarifies that a special benefit is a service or improvement that provides a 
direct advantage to a parcel and that indirect or derivative advantages resulting from the overall 
public benefits from a service or improvement are general benefits.  The SVTA decision also 
provides specific guidance that park improvements are a direct advantage and special benefit to 
property that is proximate to a park that is improved by an assessment: 

The characterization of a benefit may depend on whether the parcel receives a direct advantage 
from the improvement (e.g. proximity to a park) or receives an indirect, derivative advantage 
resulting from the overall public benefits of the improvement (e.g. general enhancement of the 
district’s property values).  

Proximity, improved access and views, in addition to the other special benefits listed above 
further strengthen the basis of these assessments. 

Benefit Factors 

The special benefits from the Improvements are further detailed below:  

Proximity to improved public landscaping, lighting, parks and other permanent 
public facilities 

Only the specific properties within close proximity to the Improvements are included in the 
Assessment District.  Therefore, property in the Assessment District enjoys unique and valuable 
proximity and access to the Improvements that the public at large and property outside the 
Assessment District do not share.   



Chico Area Recreation and Park District   
Baroni Neighborhood Park and Open Space (No. LLD 001-05) 
Engineer’s Report 

Page 10
  

In absence of the assessments, the Improvements would not be provided and the Baroni Park and 
recreation areas in the Assessment District would be degraded due to insufficient funding for 
maintenance, upkeep and repair. Therefore, the assessments provide Improvements that are 
over and above what otherwise would be provided.  Improvements that are over and above what 
otherwise would be provided do not by themselves translate into special benefits but when 
combined with the unique proximity and access enjoyed by parcels in the Assessment District, 
they provide a direct advantage and special benefit to property in the Assessment District.  

Since the parcels in the Assessment District enjoy close access to the Improvements, they directly 
benefit from this unique close access to improved park and recreation areas that are provided by 
the Assessments.  This is a direct advantage and special benefit to property in the Assessment 
District. 

Improved Views  

CARD, by maintaining the landscaping areas provides improved views to properties in the 
Assessment District.  The properties in the Assessment District enjoy close and unique proximity, 
access and views of the Improvements; therefore, the improved and protected views provided by 
the Assessments are another direct and tangible advantage that is uniquely conferred upon 
property in the Assessment District. 

Extension of a property’s outdoor areas and green spaces for properties within 
close proximity to the Improvements 

The public parks and landscaped areas within certain Districts provide additional outdoor areas 
that serve as an effective extension of the land area for proximate properties. The park 
improvements, therefore, provide an important, valuable and desirable extension of usable land 
area for the direct advantage and special benefit of properties with good and close proximity to 
the Improvements. 

According to the industry-standard guidelines established by the National Park and Recreation 
Association (the “NPRA”), neighborhood parks in urban areas have a service area radius of 
generally one-half mile and community parks have a service area radius of approximately two 
miles.  The service radii for neighborhood parks and neighborhood green spaces were specifically 
established to give all properties within this service radius close proximity and easy walking access 
to such public land areas.  Since proximate and accessible parks serve as an extension of the usable 
land area for property in the service radii and since the service radii was specifically designed to 
provide close proximity and access, the parcels within this service area clearly receive a direct 
advantage and special benefit from the Improvements - and this advantage is not received by 
other properties or the public at large.  
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Moreover, Baroni Park does not provide a restroom or parking lot.  Such public amenities were 
specifically excluded from neighborhood parks because neighborhood parks are designed to be 
an extension of usable land area specifically for properties in close proximity, and not the public 
at large or other non-proximate property.  The occupants of proximate property do not need to 
drive to their local park and do not need restroom facilities because they can easily reach their 
local neighborhood park and can use their own restroom facilities as needed.  This is further 
tangible evidence of the effective extension of land area provided by the Improvements to 
proximate parcels in the Assessment District and the unique direct advantage the proximate 
parcels receive from the Improvements. 

General versus Special Benefit 

The Chico Area Recreation and Park District is a special district created pursuant to the laws of the 
State of California.  There are many types of special districts that provide a variety of urban 
services.  Special districts, like the Chico Area Recreation and Park District, are created to provide 
a higher level of service within their boundaries than what would be provided in their service area 
in absence of the special district.  The Baroni Neighborhood Park and Open Space (No. LLD 001-
05) Landscape and Lighting Assessments allow the District to provide its park and recreation 
Improvements to the Baroni Park at a much higher level than what otherwise would be provided 
in absence of the Assessments.  Moreover, in absence of the Assessments, no other agency would 
provide the Improvements nor would the District, because it does not have alternative available 
funds to provide the Improvements. 

All of the Assessment proceeds derived from the Assessment District will be utilized to fund the 
cost of providing a level of tangible “special benefits” in the form of proximate parks, recreation 
facilities, landscaped corridors, project entrances, signs, walkways, parks, and other 
improvements and costs incidental to providing the Improvements and collecting the 
Assessments.  

Although these Improvements may be available to the general public at large, the Baroni Park and 
trail system/open space in the Assessment District was specifically designed, located and created 
to provide additional and improved public resources for the direct advantage of property inside 
the Assessment District, and not the public at large.  Other properties that are outside the 
Assessment District do not enjoy the unique proximity, access, views and other special benefit 
factors described previously.   

These Improvements are of special benefit to properties located within the Assessment District 
because they provide a direct advantage to properties in the Assessment District that would not 
be provided in absence of the Assessments.  Without the Assessments, the Baroni Park and 
recreation facilities within the Assessment District would be closed and would turn into brown, 
unmaintained and unusable lands.  If this happened, it would create a significant and material 



Chico Area Recreation and Park District   
Baroni Neighborhood Park and Open Space (No. LLD 001-05) 
Engineer’s Report 

Page 12
  

negative impact on the desirability, utility and value of property in the Assessment District.  In 
fact, it is reasonable to assume that if Assessments were not collected and the Baroni Park and 
recreation facilities were closed as a result, properties in the Assessment District would decline in 
desirability, utility and value by significantly more than the amount of the Assessment.  We 
therefore conclude that all the park and recreation Improvements funded by this Assessment are 
of special benefit to certain benefiting properties located within the Assessment District and that 
the value of the special benefits from the Improvements to property in the Assessment District 

reasonably exceeds amount of the Assessments for every assessed parcel in the Assessment 
District. (In other words, as required by Proposition 218:  the reasonable cost of the proportional 
special benefit conferred on each parcel reasonably exceeds the cost of the assessments.)     

Special Note Regarding General Benefit and the SVTA Decision: 

There is no widely-accepted or statutory formula for calculating general benefit.  General 
benefits are benefits from improvements or services that are not special in nature, are not 
“particular and distinct” and are not “over and above” benefits received by other 
properties. SVTA decision provides some clarification by indicating that general benefits 
provide “an indirect, derivative advantage” and are not necessarily proximate to the 
improvements.   

Quantification of General Benefit 

Although the analysis used to support these assessments concludes that the benefits are solely 
special, as described above, consideration is made for the suggestion that a portion of the benefits 
are general.  General benefits cannot be funded by these assessments - the funding must come 
from other sources.   

The maintenance and servicing of these improvements is also partially funded, directly and 
indirectly from other sources including Chico Area Recreation and Park District, the County of 
Butte, and the State of California.  This funding comes in the form of grants, development fees, 
special programs, and general funds.  This funding from other sources more than compensates 
for general benefits, if any, received by the properties within the assessments district. 

In the 2009 Dahms case, the court upheld an assessment that was 100% special benefit on the 
rationale that the services funded by the assessments were directly provided within the 
assessment district. It is also important to note that the improvements and services funded by the 
assessments in Pomona (Dahms) are similar to the improvements and services funded by the 
Assessments described in this Engineer’s Report, and the Court found those improvements and 
services to be 100% special benefit.  Also similar to the assessments in Pomona, the Assessments 
described in this Engineer’s Report fund improvements and services directly provided within the 
Assessment District and every benefiting property in the Assessment District enjoys proximity and 
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access to the Improvements.  Therefore, Dahms establishes a basis for minimal or zero general 
benefits from the Assessments.  

The General Benefits from this assessment may be quantified as illustrated in the following table:  

Figure 2 – General Benefit Calculation 

        

Benefit Factor 
Relative 
Weight 

General Benefit 
Contribution 

Relative 
General 
Benefit 

Extension of recreation area 40 10% 4 
Proximity to improved public landscaping, 
lighting, parks and other permanent public 
facilities 30 10% 3 
Improved views 30 10% 3 

  100   10 

    Total Calculated General Benefit =  10.0% 

 

The costs of this 10% General Benefit cannot be funded by the assessments.  Non-assessment 
funding does contribute to the overall maintenance of Baroni Park in the following components: 

The City of Chico owns, maintains, rehabilitates and replaces curb and gutter along the border of 
the Assessment District improvements.  This curb and gutter serves to support, contain, retain, 
manage irrigation flow and growth, and provide a boundary for the improvements.  The 
contribution from the City towards general benefit from the maintenance, rehabilitation and 
replacement of the curb and gutter is conservatively estimated to be 1%.  

The City maintains a storm drainage system along the border of the Assessment District 
improvements.  This system serves to prevent flooding and associated damage to the 
improvements, and manage urban runoff including local pollutants loading from the 
improvements.  The contribution from the City towards general benefit from the maintenance, 
and operation of the local storm drainage system is conservatively estimated to be 1%. 

The City maintains local public streets along the border of the Assessment District 
improvements.  These public streets provide access to the improvements for its enjoyment as well 
as efficient maintenance.  The contribution from the City towards general benefit from the 
maintenance local public streets is conservatively estimated to be 1%. 
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The value of the initial construction of the improvements can be quantified and monetized as an 
annuity.  Since this construction was performed and paid for by non-assessment funds, this 
“annuity” can be used to offset general benefit costs, and is conservatively estimated to 
contribute 25%.  

The total non-assessment funding contribution sums to 28%.  Therefore the total General Benefit 
is conservatively quantified at 10% which is more than offset by the total non-assessment 
contribution towards general benefit of 28%. 

Method of Assessment 

The step in apportioning assessments is to determine the relative special benefit for each 
property.  This process involves determining the relative benefit received by each property in 
relation to a single family home.  The Land Use Classes for the Assessment District is defined in 
the original Engineer’s Report:  

Single-Family Residential  
This land use is defined as a fully subdivided residential home site with or without a 
structure. This land use is assessed 1.00 EBU per lot or parcel. This is the base value that 
all other properties are compared and weighted against (i.e. Equivalent Benefit Unit 
EBU). 

 
Planned Development  

This land use is defined as any property for which a tentative or final map has been filed 
and approved (a specific number of residential lots and units or non-residential use has 
been identified) and the property is expected to be developed or subdivided in the near 
future or is part of the overall improvement and development plan for the District 
(Planned Subdivision). This land use classification often times involves more than a single 
parcel (e.g. the approved map encompasses more than a single APN). Each parcel that 
is part of the approved map shall be assessed proportionately for the proposed or 
estimated residential units or non-residential use to be developed on that parcel as part 
of the approved map. Accordingly, each parcel is assigned an appropriate number of 
benefit units that reflects the development of that property at build-out. (The EBU 
assigned to each parcel shall represent the combination of single-family, condominium, 
multi-family units or non-residential use associated with the development).  

 
Non-Residential Property  

This land use is defined as property developed for non-residential use. One acre of non-
residential property is equivalent to four (4) single-family residential lots per acre within 
the District. Therefore, 4.0 EBU per gross acre will be assigned to parcels classified as 
non-residential property. Parcels less than 1.0 acres are assigned a minimum of 4.0 EBU.  

 
Vacant Property  
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This land use is defined as property currently zoned for residential or non-residential 
development, but a tentative or final map for the property has not yet been approved. 
Vacant Property will be assigned 1.00 EBU per acre rounded to the nearest acre. 
Properties less than one acre are assigned 1.00 EBU.  

 
Exempt Parcels  

This land use identifies properties that are not assessed and are assigned 0.00 EBU. This 
land use classification may include but is not limited to:  
 
Lots or parcels identified as public streets and other roadways (typically not assigned an 
APN by the County);  
Dedicated public easements including open space areas, utility rights-of-way, 
greenbelts, parkways, detention or retention basins, parks or other publicly owned 
properties that are part of the District improvements or may provide other benefits to 
private properties within the District;  
Private properties that cannot be developed independently from an adjacent property, 
such as common areas, sliver parcels or bifurcated lots or properties with very restrictive 
development use;   
 
These types of parcels are considered to receive little or no benefit from the 
improvements and are therefore exempted from assessment, but shall be reviewed 
annually by the assessment engineer to confirm the parcels current development status.  
 
Government owned properties or public properties are not necessarily exempt properties 
and shall be subject to special benefit assessment unless it qualifies for an exempt status.  

 
Special Cases  

In many districts where multiple land use classifications are involved, there may be one 
or more properties that the standard land use classifications does not accurately identify 
the special benefits received from the improvements. For example, a parcel may be 
identified as a Vacant Property, however only a small percentage of the parcel’s total 
acreage can actually be developed. In this case, an appropriate calculation would be 
based on the net acreage that can be utilized rather than the gross acreage of the parcel.  
 
The following table provides a summary of land use classifications and the Equivalent 
Benefit Unit calculations previously outlined. 
 

Figure 3 - Land Uses and Equivalent Benefit Units  

 

Property Type  Benefit Units Multiplier 

Single Family Residential 1.000 per Unit/Lot/Parcel 

Single Family Residential 1.000 per Planned SF-Residential Lot 
Planned Development  0.750 per Planned Condominium 



Chico Area Recreation and Park District   
Baroni Neighborhood Park and Open Space (No. LLD 001-05) 
Engineer’s Report 

Page 16
  

0.750 per Unit for the First 50 Units 

0.500 per Unit for Units 51-100 

0.250 per Unit for all remaining Units 

Vacant Land  1.000 per acre (1.0 Minimum) 

Non-Residential 4.000 per acre (1.0 Minimum) 4.000 per acre (1.0 Minimum) 

Exempt Parcels  0.000 per Parcel 
 

The following formula is used to calculate each parcel’s EBU (proportional benefit).  

Parcel Type EBU x Acres or Units = Parcel EBU  

The total number of Equivalent Benefit Units (EBU’s) is the sum of all individual EBU's applied to 
parcels that receive special benefit from the improvements. An assessment amount per EBU 
(Assessment Rate) for the improvements is established by taking the total cost of the 
improvements and dividing that amount by the total number of EBU’s of all parcels benefiting 
from the improvements. This Rate is then applied back to each parcel’s individual EBU to 
determine the parcel’s proportionate benefit and assessment obligation for each zone.  

 
Total Balance to Levy (Budget) / Total EBUs = Assessment Rate per EBU 

Assessment Rate per EBU x Parcel’s EBU = Levy per Parcel 
 

Duration of Assessment 

It is proposed that the Assessment be levied for fiscal year 2006-07 and continued every year 
thereafter, so long as the Baroni Park and recreational areas need to be maintained and serviced, 
and the Chico Area Recreation and Park District requires funding from the Assessments for its 
continued Improvements in the Assessment District.  As noted previously, the Assessment can 
continue to be levied annually after the Chico Area Recreation and Park District Board of Directors 
approves an annually updated Engineer’s Report, budget for the Assessment, Improvements to 
be provided, and other specifics of the Assessment.  In addition, the District Board of Directors 
must hold an annual public hearing to continue the Assessment. 
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Appeals and Interpretation 

Any property owner who feels that the assessment levied on the subject property is in error as a 
result of incorrect information being used to apply the foregoing method of assessment, may file 
a written appeal with the District Administrator or her or his designee. Any such appeal is limited 
to correction of an assessment during the then current or, if before July 1, the upcoming fiscal 
year.  Upon the filing of any such appeal, the District Administrator or his or her designee will 
promptly review the appeal and any information provided by the property owner.  If the District 
Administrator or her or his designee finds that the assessment should be modified, the 
appropriate changes shall be made to the assessment roll.  If any such changes are approved after 
the assessment roll has been filed with the County for collection, the District Administrator or his 
or her designee is authorized to refund to the property owner the amount of any approved 
reduction.  Any dispute over the decision of the District Administrator, or her or his designee, shall 
be referred to the Board of Directors of the Chico Area Recreation and Park District and the 
decision of the Board of Directors of the Chico Area Recreation and Park District shall be final. 
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Assessment Statement 

WHEREAS, said the Board directed the undersigned Engineer of Work to prepare and file a report 
presenting an estimate of costs, a diagram for the Assessment District and an assessment of the 
estimated costs of the Improvements upon all assessable parcels within the Assessment District, 
to which Resolution and the description of the Improvements therein contained, reference is 
hereby made for further particulars; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the undersigned, by virtue of the power vested in me under said Act and the 
order of the Board of the Chico Area Recreation and Park District hereby make the following 
assessment to cover the portion of the estimated cost of the Improvements, and the costs and 
expenses incidental thereto to be paid by the Assessment District. 

The amount to be paid for the improvements and the expense incidental thereto, to be paid by 
the District for the fiscal year 2025-26 is generally as follows: 

Figure 4 - Summary Estimate of Costs Fiscal Year 2025-26 

Total for Installation, Maintenance, Servicing and Incidental Costs $170,541
Contributions from General Fund ($59,902)
Net Costs for Maintenance and Servicing $110,639

 

As required by the Act, an Assessment Diagram is hereto attached and made a part hereof 
showing the exterior boundaries of said Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District.  The 
distinctive number of each parcel or lot of land in the said Assessment District is its Assessor Parcel 
Number appearing on the Assessment Roll. 

I do hereby assess and apportion said net amount of the cost and expenses of said Improvements, 
including the costs and expenses incident thereto, upon the parcels and lots of land within said 
Assessment District, in accordance with the special benefits to be received by each parcel or lot, 
from the Improvements, and more particularly set forth in the Cost Estimate and Method of 
Assessment hereto attached and by reference made a part hereof. 

The Maximum Assessment Rate is equal to the Maximum Assessment Rate established for the 
previous fiscal year adjusted annually by the greater of, three percent (3%) or the annual 
percentage change in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for the San Francisco Bay Area as of 
December of each succeeding year.  
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The change in the CPI from December 2024 to December 2024 is 2.38%. Therefore, the maximum 
authorized assessment rate for fiscal year 2025-26 is increased by 3%, which equates to $114.89 
per single-family equivalent benefit unit.   

The assessment is made upon the parcels or lots of land within the Assessment District in 
proportion to the special benefits to be received by the parcels or lots of land, from said 
Improvements.  

Each parcel or lot of land is described in the Assessment Roll by reference to its parcel number as 
shown on the Assessor's Maps of the County of Butte for the fiscal year 2025-26. For a more 
particular description of the property, reference is hereby made to the deeds and maps on file 
and of record in the office of the County Recorder of said County. I hereby place opposite the 
Assessor Parcel Number for each parcel or lot within the Assessment Roll, the amount of the 
assessment for the fiscal year 2025-26 for each parcel or lot of land within the Assessment District. 

Dated:  May 15, 2025 

 Engineer-of-Work 

 

 By       
       John W. Bliss, License No.  C52091 
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Assessment Diagram 

The following page displays the Assessment Diagram of the Baroni Neighborhood Park and Open 
Space Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District No LLD 001-05. The diagram shows all of the 
parcels of real property within this Assessment District. Reference is hereby made to the maps 
and deeds of record in the office of the Assessor of the County of Butte for a detailed description 
of the lines and dimensions of any parcels shown herein.  Those maps shall govern for all details 
concerning the lines and dimensions of such parcels.  Each parcel is identified in the maps by its 
distinctive Assessor's Parcel Number. 
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Assessment Roll 

The Assessment Roll follows in this Report and is on file in the office of the Chico Area Recreation 
and Parks District at 545 Vallombrosa Avenue, Chico, CA 95926.  The final Assessment Roll is based 
upon the land use information in the fiscal year 2025-26 Butte County Assessor’s Roll. 
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RESOLUTION 25-009 OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
CHICO AREA RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT  

AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT APN 006-400-079 

WHEREAS, the Chico Area Recreation and Park District (“District”) is a California Special District 
organized and operating pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 5780 et seq. and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5786.5(a), the District is authorized to 
acquire real property for the purpose of developing, operating, and maintaining park and 
recreation facilities; and  

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors finds that the acquisition of real property APN 006-400-079 
hereinafter referred to as the “Property,” is in the public interest and will support the District’s 
mission; and 

WHEREAS, the Property has been identified as suitable for current or future District use, and the 
District has determined that acquiring this Property will further its strategic objectives; and 

WHEREAS, District staff has presented a proposed Purchase and Sale Agreement and 
recommended proceeding with due diligence and acquisition, subject to legal review and final 
terms acceptable to the District; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
1. The Board hereby authorizes the General Manager to negotiate and execute, on behalf of

the District, a Purchase and Sale Agreement for the acquisition of the Property located at
APN 006-400-079, subject to the review and approval of legal counsel.

2. The General Manager is further authorized to execute any and all documents necessary to
complete the transaction, including but not limited to escrow instructions, disclosures,
certificates, and closing documents.

3. The Board directs District staff to complete all necessary due diligence, including title
review, environmental assessment, and appraisal, prior to closing.

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Chico Area 
Recreation and Park District on the 22nd day of May 2025 by the following vote: 

Ayes: 
Noes: 
Abstain: 
Absent: 
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        ATTEST: 
   
 
______________________                                ________________________   
Tom Lando, Chair     Holli Drobny 
Board of Directors     Clerk of the Board of Directors 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REAL ESTATE PURCHASE AGREEMENT ADDENDUM 
(Contemplated Lot Line Adjustment or Exclusive Easement) 

 WHEAREAS, CHICO AREA RECREATION & PARK DISTRICT (“CARD”) and 
BUTTE HUMANE SOCIETY (“Seller”) (collectively, the “Parties”) are engaged in discussions 
for the purchase and sale of the real property located at 0 Esplanade in Chico, California 95973 
(APN 006-400-079) (hereinafter the “Real Property”). 

WHEREAS, even after consummation of the sale of the Real Property to CARD, Seller 
intends to maintain its ownership rights to certain real property located immediately adjacent to 
the Real Property, namely the real property identified as Butte County APN 006-400-085 (“Seller’s 
Retained Property”). 

 WHEREAS, Seller has made certain improvements to portions of the Real Property and 
intends to continue making use of those improvements, thus necessitating access by Seller onto 
those certain portions of the Real Property which are more particularly described in Exhibit “A” 
to this Addendum, with said portion of the Real Property being hereinafter referred to as the 
“Encroachment Area”. 

 WHEREAS, CARD and Seller desire to enter into an agreement to allow Seller the means 
to have exclusive access to the Encroachment Area for the benefit of Seller’s Retained Property 
while minimizing the burden, expense, and potential liability to CARD that may potentially arise 
through Seller’s exclusive use of the Encroachment Area. 

 WHEREAS, CARD and Seller have contemplated the execution and recordation of an 
easement agreement or a lot line adjustment to allow Seller’s continued access of the 
Encroachment Area, with the lot line adjustment being CARD’s preferred course of action. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, in recognition of the Recitals set forth above, CARD and Seller 
hereby agree to the following terms and conditions: 

 Lot Line Adjustment for the Real Property and Seller’s Retained Property 

1. Upon the close of escrow for sale of the Real Property from Seller to CARD, the 
Parties shall cooperate in good faith to prepare and execute the necessary forms and documentation 
to accomplish a lot line adjustment of the Encroachment Area with said Encroachment Area being 
added to the acreage of Seller’s Retained Property, thus changing the ownership of the 
Encroachment Area from CARD to Seller. This change is hereinafter referred to as “the Lot Line 
Adjustment.” 

Easement Agreement for Encroachment Area If Lot Line Adjustment Not Accomplished 

2. In the event that, despite the Parties’ best efforts, the Lot Line Adjustment is 
impractical, infeasible, or impossible to accomplish, the Parties shall cooperate in good faith to 
prepare and execute the necessary forms and documentation to enter into an easement agreement 



which enables Seller’s exclusive use of the Encroachment Area and allocates all of the beneficial 
use, responsibilities, and liabilities associated with traditional ownership of real property to Seller 
(hereinafter the “Easement Agreement”). 

 



 
 

 
 

 

REAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE CITY OF CHICO, COUNTY OF BUTTE, STATE OF 

CALIFORNIA AND IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

BEING A PORTION OF LOT B AS SHOWN ON THAT CERTAIN CERTIFICATE OF 

COMPLIANCE FOR BOUNDARY LINE MODIFICATION 18-4, RECORDED ON 

SEPTEMBER 7, 2018 UNDER SERIAL NUMBER 2018-0030231 IN THE OFFICE OF THE 

RECORDER OF THE COUNTY OF BUTTE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, BEING MORE 

PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

BEGINNING AT THE NORTH EAST CORNER OF SAID LOT B; THENCE FROM SAID 

POINT OF BEGINNING ALONG THE NORTH LINE THEREOF SOUTH 89°00’40” WEST 

42.47 FEET; THENCE LEAVING SAID NORTH LINE SOUTH 00°59’20” EAST 91.38 

FEET; THENCE SOUTH 20°57’48” EAST 153.76 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 49°13’35” EAST 

50.27 FEET TO THE EASTERLY LINE OF SAID LOT B; THENCE NORTHERLY ALONG 

SAID EASTERLY LINE NORTH 11°00’00” WEST 273.54 FEET TO THE POINT OF 

BEGINNING FOR THIS DESCRIPTION. 

 

SAID LAND CONSISTS OF 0.27 ACRES, MORE OR LESS. 

 

END OF DESCRIPTION 

 

 

EXHIBIT A

LEGAL DESCRIPTION- ENCROACHMENT AREA  
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STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE: May 22, 2025 
TO: Board of Directors  
FROM: Erin Morrissey, Recreation Director 
SUBJECT: Recreation Update – May 
 
Adult Sports 
 
We are at the end of our Spring 2025 season. Our 24 adult sports leagues will have playoff 
games between 5/13 and 6/9. This was the first season we offered "Free Agent" teams 
integrated into our running leagues, and it was a success! A few players have formed teams and 
will participate in our summer leagues.  
 
Summer registration is currently open, and we look forward to teams enjoying their time in our 
leagues this spring and having their registrations carried over into the summer season.  
We are excited to be able to use CUSD gyms for our adult basketball leagues, which allow us to 
offer more volleyball opportunities at the Community Park Field House.  
 
Aquatics 
 
Summer is right around the corner! We are excited to start our 2025 Summer aquatics season at 
two facilities hosting a variety of programming: swim lessons, lap swim, rec swim, family swim, 
teen swim, movie nights, and private rentals.  
 
The PV pool will be open to the public six days a week and on Sundays for private rentals. It 
opens June 7th! The Sycamore pool will be staffed 6 days/week (Mon-Wed & Fri-Sun) starting 
June 7th!  
 
Summer Camps 
 
We are nearing the end of our hiring push for Summer Camps and are excited to welcome 
returning staff as well as many new leaders.  We are also beyond excited to be bringing back 
Skate Camp this summer with 3 sessions in June at Humboldt Skate Park. Kids from 8-16 years 
old will learn how to ollie, kick turn and carve like pros! Overall, camps are filling up with all over 
50% full and full-day camps at 70%-85% full. 
 
 
 
 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS STAFF REPORT 

 

2 | P a g e  
545 Vallombrosa Avenue, Chico, CA 95926 | Phone (530) 895-4711  

Inclusion  
 
Our ‘Seas the Night’ Inclusive Prom was a huge success! The evening was full of joy and 
celebration, with increased attendance from last year. Participants and their families expressed 
appreciation for the event, and we look forward to continuing this special tradition in the years 
ahead. 
 
Inclusive Teen and Young Adult Hangout has really taken off! More and more teens and young 
adults are showing up each time, and parents have told us how much they appreciate having a 
friendly, comfortable space where their kids can just hang out, be themselves, and make friends. 
Because it’s been such a hit, we’re planning to keep it going every other Wednesday all year 
long. 
 
We’re also in the process of onboarding 1:1 Aides and Inclusion Leaders for all summer sites, 
including Summertime Delight, Camp Chico Creek, Camp Chi Da Ca, and Youth Sports Camps. 
These roles will ensure every child has the support they need to participate fully.  
 
The Nature Center 
 
The Nature Center is preparing for Camp Chico Creek and Camp Chidaca this summer. We have 
a great staff made up of current CARD Youth Programming Staff, and Recreation Leaders who 
are new to CARD and bring their experiences from other camps and youth programs. In the LAM 
we have accepted ownership of two young chinchillas, Oliver and Felix, who could no longer live 
in their school classroom. Adopting them will keep them in the community so their former 
classmates can visit, as well as providing the Nature Center with soft and cuddly mammals. We 
also recently concluded our California Naturalist program which helped certify 20 new 
naturalists to support education and conservation of our natural resources.  
 
Senior Outreach & Engagement 
 
We’re happy to share that CARD is bringing back the Senior Luncheon at Lakeside Pavilion on 
June 18th! This monthly gathering has been a longtime favorite, and we’re excited to once again 
offer our seniors a chance to connect, catch up with friends, and enjoy a delicious meal together. 
We’re also making it a priority to expand our senior programs with more activities and events 
coming soon. We’re looking forward to creating even more ways for our seniors to stay active, 
social, and connected. 
 
Classes 
 
We have some fun new classes coming to CARD for all ages, including Acrylic Painting, Dog 
Obedience, Furniture Painting, and more. There’s something for everyone, and we can’t wait to 
welcome both new and returning participants. 
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Youth Sports 
 
The CARD Youth Sports Department is proud to report the continued success of our spring 
programming, where we inspire young athletes to grow, compete, and develop a lifelong love of 
the game. 

• Volleyball: Our season concluded last week with over 330 grades 4–12 athletes. We 
closed with our final “Word of the Week”—Love of the Game—to send players off 
motivated to keep playing and improving 

• Flag Football: Over 150 athletes, supported by 15 dedicated volunteers, participated this 
spring. The season ended this week, with players gaining skills, confidence, and a 
deepened passion for the sport.  

• 3v3 Basketball: Coach Sean’s new outdoor program welcomed 23 junior high 
participants to the Chapman Park basketball courts. The participants developed skills in 
ball handling, spacing, pace, and communication. Sean’s energy and love for the game 
left a lasting impact on every athlete. 

• ShortE (Ages 3–5) & Little Sports (Ages 5–7): Over 220 of our youngest athletes 
thrived at Chapman Park through fun, engaging drills, and games. Our energetic staff 
consistently created a positive and welcoming environment for kids to play, move, and 
learn to love sports.  

We’re actively preparing for a dynamic summer season as we wrap up spring. We’ll offer over 30 
sports camps across 10 weeks for ages 3–14 and are excited to launch our 13th year of the FREE 
Junior Giants program, with 300+ participants already registered to take the field in June. 
 
Toddlers 
 
Ms. Dallas has actively engaged the parent-tot bond with over 80 families this spring with her 
Budding Buddies series. Highlights of the program include participants learning their ABCs in 
our Alphabet Adventure program, which includes letter scavenger hunts, fun songs, and more! 
Our new Art in the Park Budding Buddies are having a blast with the springtime weather as they 
paint, create, and grow their own flowers in Chapman Park! Ms. Dallas’s strong following 
continues to grow—her nine weeks of summer Toddler Camps are nearly full, a testament to the 
trust and enthusiasm she inspires in our toddler community. 
 
Homeschool 
 
Our ever-popular CARD Cooking Club wrapped up earlier this month with a heartwarming 
finale—a “Parent Picnic” where young chefs proudly showcased the skills they mastered. 
Throughout the program, participants learned to cook and gained valuable life skills, including 
kitchen safety, food prep, proper table setting, and clean-up etiquette.  
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STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE: May 22, 2025 
TO: Board of Directors  
FROM: Scott Schumann, Parks and Facilities Director 
SUBJECT: Parks and Facilities Update - May 

Capital Project Updates: 

Baroni Playground 
The project crew completed demolition, and the contractor is now progressing with installation 
of structural poles and layout of pour in place nearly complete. The anticipated completion is the 
beginning of June 2025. 
 
Community Park Shop 
Project recently experienced a minor delay due to PG & E requirements triggering an expanded 
scope of electrical drawings. A new fire hydrant is being required as well as some minor 
improvements to the parking lot.  
 
Henshaw Park 
Staff hosted a 3rd community input session on the evening of May 7th, 2025 at the Masonic Lodge 
near the Henshaw Park site. Approximately 85 community members joined District Staff and 
Confluence Design team to continue the planning process, gather input, and participate in a 
design workshop recognizing an opportunity to expand the park footprint by 6 acres onto Chico 
Unified School District property. A follow up survey will be published for further input online as 
Confluence incorporates input into conceptual designs. 
 
Centennial Playground 
Project is complete with a favorable response from community members enjoying the new 
wheelchair accessible We-Go-Round, digi-riders, interactive play boards, 2 new Rotary/CARD 
branded benches, and two additional 16’x16’ shade sails. 
 
Chico Bike Park 
Staff conducted a 2nd input session with the Bike Park design team at the Creekside Apartments 
operated by CHIP. Design changes based on comments from Creekside residents were shared 
with positive response and increased support for the park design.  

Park Improvements and Maintenance 

Degarmo Park 
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An Arbor Day Tree Planting event was hosted by CARD staff with several agencies in attendance 
including City of Chico (tree donation), Red Cross (food donation), Shasta Elementary School, and 
CSU Chico South East Asian Leadership Institute. The Leadership Institute was comprised of 25 
students from over 12 countries in Asia as part of a US State Department program. Twelve trees 
were planted by students in collaboration with CARD and City Staff. 
 
Community Park 
In partnership with the Butte Environmental Council CARD staff collaboratively planted 18 
additional trees throughout the park property to replace removed trees and add additional trees 
the existing urban forestry canopy. 
 
Rotary Centennial Park 
Three hundred yards of new mulch have been spread throughout the park by combined volunteer 
efforts from Chico Noon Rotary and the Keller Williams group. 
 
Dorothy Johnson Center/Splash Pad:  
Splash pad reopened May 1st, 2025 with significant use. No parking signage has been added to 
the East side of the park along North Ave to improve sight lines and safety for park users due to 
the significant visitor numbers at the park. 
  
Lakeside Pavillion: 
Quotes for exterior storage, patio concrete, and main hall ADA ramp repairs are in process, along 
with quotes for the front windows to be re-sealed and water intrusion down the main beam. 
   
Seasonal fertilizer, herbicide, and tree work 
Staff have completed the seasonal pesticide and herbicide program particularly for broadleaf 
through out the District. Additional tree work was done at Peterson Park 
 

Staff Training and Risk Management 

Staff participated in annual training on pesticide handler training as well as on-going renewals 
of CPR/First Aid. 
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